
ZOONOTIC AND OTHER ANIMAL DISEASES OF CONCERN IN MARYLAND 
 

Table 1. New or Ongoing Morbidity or Mortality Animal or Zoonotic Disease Events 
For questions regarding specific disease events, please contact the lead agency noted. This contact information is 
for use by Maryland veterinarians and health professionals: 
MDA - Maryland Department of Agriculture: ahops.mda@maryland.gov, 410-841-5810  
DHMH - Maryland Department of Health and Mental Hygiene, Center for Zoonotic and Vector-borne Diseases: 
dhmh.czvbd@maryland.gov, 410-767-5649  
DNR - Maryland Department of Natural Resources, Fish & Wildlife Health Program, FWHP@dnr.state.md.us,  
410-226-5193 
 

Rabies Antibody Titers (RFFIT) Test Submission Guidelines for Maryland Residents Not Employed 
by State or Local Health Departments in Rabies/Zoonotic Disease Control Programs or Local 
Government Animal Control Agencies   
    
Effective January 1, 2014, DHMH Laboratories Administration implemented a schedule of charges for Rapid 
Fluorescent Focus Inhibition Test (RFFIT) submissions from Maryland residents not employed by state or local health 
departments (LHDs) in rabies/zoonotic disease control programs or local government animal control agencies.   The 
submission guidelines are provided in the attached memo and can also be found at  http://www.dhmh.maryland.gov/
laboratories/SitePages/rabies.aspx.  For additional information, please contact the DHMH Laboratories 
Administration Rabies/Zoonotic Diseases Program at 410-767-6177. 
 

For LHD personnel assessing deviations from the recommended rabies post-exposure prophylaxis regimen, please 
consult with DHMH Center for Zoonotic and Vectorborne Diseases (CZVBD) staff as usual. If, in the course of the 
consultation, CZVBD staff recommend that a rabies virus neutralizing antibody titer be determined, then there will be 
no charge for the RFFIT. 
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Lead 
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Comment 

February 5, 
2014 

February 
12, 2014 

Talbot, St Mary’s 
Juvenile  

Ruddy ducks  
emaciation 100 DNR See page 2 

To report cases of disease in: Contact: 

Domestic animals MDA Animal Health Program Office      
410-841-5810 
http://mda.maryland.gov/animalHealth/Pages/Diseases.aspx 

Wild animals MD DNR / USDA Wildlife Service Call Center      
1-877-463-6497 
http://www.wher.org  

Humans DHMH Center for Zoonotic and Vector-borne Diseases     
410-767-5649 
http://phpa.dhmh.maryland.gov/OIDEOR/CZVBD/SitePages/Home.aspx 
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Ruddy Duck Mortalities 
 
During the week of February 5 – 12, MD DNR was notified of wild Ruddy Duck mortalities in 
Talbot and St. Mary’s counties. Approximately 100 birds were collected (for diagnostics as 
well as disposal).  Carcasses were examined by MD DNR, MDA, and the USGS/ National 
Wildlife Health Center. All birds were juveniles and were emaciated; gross necropsy results 
indicated several miscellaneous pathologies (lung edema, GI parasitism).  The final diagnosis 
made by MDA and NWHC was emaciation.  
 

For additional information on wildlife diseases please refer to the Field Manual of Wildlife 
Disease on the USGS NWHC website: http://www.nwhc.usgs.gov/publications/field_manual/ . 
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Courtesy US Fish and Wildlife Service 

Adult Ruddy Duck 
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MARYLAND ANIMAL RABIES CASES, 2014 
 

Table 2. New (confirmed since the previous Bulletin) and Cumulative Rabies Cases, Week Ending March 15, 2014  

Other:  

For complete animal rabies data:  

http://phpa.dhmh.maryland.gov/OIDEOR/CZVBD/SitePages/Home.aspx 

To view previous issues of the Maryland One Health Bulletin (MOHB): 

http://mda.maryland.gov/animalHealth/Pages/md-one-health.aspx 

Maryland Department of Health and Mental Hygiene Weekly Public Health and Emergency Preparedness Bulletin:  

http://preparedness.dhmh.maryland.gov/SitePages/Public%20Health%20And%20Emergency%20Preparedness%
20Bulletins.aspx 

National Wildlife Health Center New and Ongoing Wildlife Mortality Events Nationwide: 

http://www.nwhc.usgs.gov/mortality_events?ongoing.jsp 

U.S. Livestock and Poultry Disease Events and Trends: 

http://www.aphis.usda.gov/wps/portal/banner/help?1dmy&urile=wcm%3apath%3a%2FAPHIS_Content_Library%
2FSA_Our_Focus%2FSA_Animal_Health 

Maryland Department of Health and Mental Hygiene Weekly Influenza  Report:  

http://phpa.dhmh.maryland.gov/influenza/fluwatch/SitePages/Home.aspx 
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Jurisdiction  Bat          
Total (New) 

Cat        
Total (New) 

Cow         
Total (New) 

Dog        
Total (New) 

Fox        
Total (New) 

Groundhog      
Total (New) 

Raccoon       
Total (New) 

Skunk      
Total (New) 

Other     
Total (New) 

Total (New) 

Allegany       1(1)   1(1) 
Anne Arundel 1(1)      6(4)   7(5) 
Baltimore           
Baltimore City 1(1)    2(2)  1(1)   4(4) 

Calvert       1   1 
Caroline        1(1)  1(1) 
Carroll  1     1   2 
Cecil           
Charles       1   1 
Dorchester       3(2)   3(2) 
Frederick  2(1)     1 1(1)  4(2) 

Garrett           
Harford       4(2)   4(2) 
Howard     1  1(1)   2(1) 
Kent           
Montgomery     1(1)  4(3)   5(4) 
Prince George’s     2(2)  1(1)   3(3) 

Queen Anne’s       1(1)   1(1) 
Somerset       1(1)   1(1) 
St. Mary’s           
Talbot       3(3)   3(3) 
Washington       3(2)   3(2) 
Wicomico       1   1 
Worcester       3(2)   3(2) 
Total (New) 2(2) 3(1)   6(5)  37(24) 2(2)  50(34) 
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