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	This livestock organic system plan (OSP) must be submitted along with a current Crop and Pasture Organic System Plan. Include all applicable appendices with your submission. This entire OSP must be completed to be considered for organic certification. 

	Section 1: General Information
	NOP §§205.201, 205.401

	[bookmark: Text2]Applicant Name:      
	Applicant Title:      

	Operation Name:      
	Owner’s Name (if different from applicant):      

	Mailing Address (including city/state/zip):      

	Physical Address (including city/state/zip):      
	|_|Same as Mailing Address

	Phone:      
	Email:      

	Website:      
	[bookmark: Check1]Preferred method of contact: |_|EMAIL  |_|PHONE  |_|MAIL ONLY

	Please provide as much detail as possible when completing your organic system plan. Thoughtful and complete responses will reduce requests for additional information and expedite the certification process.
Please refer to highlighted guidance throughout the forms. If unsure how to proceed, please contact MDA staff.

	The National Organic Program (NOP) requires all operations seeking certification to develop an organic system plan (OSP) that is agreed to by the certified operation and an accredited certifying agent. A certified operation must update this system plan on an annual basis in order to verify continued compliance. 

Your OSP must include the following: 
· A description of practices and procedures, including the frequency with which they will be performed,
· A list of detailed information regarding each substance to be used in organic production or handling,
· A description of the monitoring practices/procedures and frequency the practices/procedures will be performed,
· A description of the recordkeeping system in place that complies with NOP standards,
· A description of the management practices/physical barriers to prevent commingling of organic and non-organic products,
· A description of the management practices/physical barriers to prevent contamination of organic products with prohibited substances,
· Any additional information required by the certifying agent in order to evaluate compliance with NOP standards.

You may update your OSP at any time throughout the year. Changes must be approved by MDA prior to implementation.

	1. Year first certified for organic livestock production:      

	2. Provide a brief description of your livestock business:      

	3. List the species of livestock and poultry you are requesting for certification:      

	4. List the animals and/or animal products you currently or plan to market/sell as certified organic:      

	5. Will you be managing any conventional livestock in your system?
	|_|Yes       |_|No

	If Yes, describe the conventional livestock/poultry raised, conventional livestock products produced, and how you market conventional livestock/products:      

	6. Do you have a copy of the current National Organic Program standards or access to a digital version?
	|_|Yes       |_|No

	NOP Standards are available online at:
www.ams.usda.gov/nop

	Section 2: Origin of Livestock
	NOP§§ 205.236, 205.201

	A. Livestock Profile

	1. List the animals for which you are requesting organic certification. Complete the chart below with general livestock numbers for each class of animals (e.g., milk cows, dry cows, yearling heifers, calves, layers, broilers, etc.). 

	All records pertaining to origin of livestock, including animal purchase records, organic certificates of source operations, and breeding/birth/hatch records must be available for inspection.

	Production Group (e.g., milk cows, heifers, beef cattle, layers, broilers)
	Livestock Breed
	# of Animals
	Source: On-farm Raised or Purchase Source
	Birth or Hatch Date
	Start Date of Organic Management

	e.g., cattle – dairy cows
	Jersey Cross
	56
	Raised on farm
	2015-2019
	2017

	e.g., chickens – layers
	Cornish cross
	125
	Purchased from Joe’s Organic Poultry Farm
	2019
	2nd day of life

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	2. For all non-poultry livestock producers, complete a current Appendix C – Herd List to compile a list of all individual animals, including each animal’s identification, birth date, organic status (transitional, transitioned to organic, last-third gestation organic) and whether the animal is eligible for organic slaughter. This list must be updated annually. 
[bookmark: Check2]|_| Up-to-date Appendix C – Herd List attached, including all animals currently on the operation and all animals disposed (slaughtered, sold, died, etc.) in the previous year
[bookmark: Check3]|_| N/A, poultry production only

	B. Poultry
	[bookmark: Check4]|_| Not Applicable – No poultry production

	According to NOP §205.236(a)(1), poultry or edible poultry products must be from poultry that has been under continuous organic management beginning no later than the second day of life.

	1. Where do you source poultry? (check all that apply):
[bookmark: Check5]|_|Direct from a hatchery, and I have records demonstrating organic management from their second day of life
[bookmark: Check6]|_|From a certified pullet operation, and I have their current, valid organic certificate
|_|Hatched on-site, and my brooder is described in Section 4 below
|_|Other (describe):      

	2. How are poultry identified and traced on your operation? (check all that apply):
|_|Group/Flock/House identification
|_|Other (describe):      

	3. New applicants only: Do you have records available demonstrating that your poultry have been managed organically from their 2nd day of life? Records must pertain to all management activities, including all feed, health care, confinement, and living conditions. (check one):  |_|Yes, these records are complete and will be available at inspection   |_|No, I will apply with a new flock

	[bookmark: Check7]4. In the table below, indicate all planned poultry purchases over the next year. Be prepared to show invoices for purchased poultry at inspection.         |_|N/A, no planned purchases

	Type of Flock (broilers, layers, turkeys, etc.)
	Flock Identification
	# of Birds
	Date of Purchase or Hatch
	Age of Birds When Delivered
	Projected Slaughter or Egg Production Date
	Purchase Source
	Certifying Agent

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	C. All Non-Poultry Species
	|_| Not Applicable – Poultry production only

	§205.236(a)(2)(vii) Dairy animals that complete the transition and that are part of a certified operation are transitioned animals and must not be used for organic livestock products other than organic milk and milk products.

§205.236(b)(2) Breeder stock, dairy animals, or transitioned animals that have not been under continuous organic management since the last third of gestation may not be sold, labeled, or represented as organic slaughter stock.

§205.236(c) The producer of an organic livestock operation must maintain records sufficient to preserve the identity of all organically managed animals, including whether they are transitioned animals, and edible and nonedible animal products produced on the operation.

If you purchase non-poultry animals and want to sell animals as organic slaughter eligible, you must maintain written documentation from the certified seller that animals have been under continuous organic management since the last-third of gestation and are therefore eligible for organic slaughter. 

	1. How do you ensure that you solely source animals that have been under continuous organic management from the last third of gestation?
|_|I maintain organic certificates for all purchased animals as well as supporting documentation from the certified seller attesting to the animals’ status and their compliance with the Origin of Livestock Final Rule
|_|I do not require written documentation from the seller indicating that all purchased animals are eligible for organic slaughter. My organic certification will not include organic slaughter eligibility due to lack of documentation
|_|All animals are born on-site to animals that have been managed organically from the last third of gestation
|_|I am new to organic livestock production and am transitioning a dairy herd
|_|Animals are sourced through an approved variance, or I will apply for a variance

	2. Select the method(s) of animal identification used:
|_|Ear tags    |_|Brand    |_|Ear notching    |_|Photos    |_|Tattoo    |_|Banding    |_|Other (describe):      

	3. Describe your animal identification system in enough detail that it can be easily understood by an outside observer (e.g., color and meaning of tags, numbering sequences, etc.):      

	4. Does your animal identification system allow you to track the animal back to purchasing source or dam/sire of the animal?
    If No, please explain:      
	|_|Yes       |_|No

	5. How are all animals clearly identified and traceable throughout your system? (select all that apply): 
|_|I use a software management system to trace all animals.
|_|I maintain a complete animal list that indicates the organic status and slaughter eligibility status of all animals
|_|I have a visual ID system that visually differentiates treated, transitioned, and slaughter eligible animals (detailed below):
Last-third animals eligible for organic slaughter are identified by:      
Last-third animals treated with synthetic parasiticides are identified by:      
Transitioned dairy animals are identified by:      
Animals that lose their organic status are identified by:      

	6. Do you plan to sell/market non-poultry animals for organic slaughter or as organic slaughter eligible?
|_|Yes. Details of my animal identification and traceability system are outlined above
|_|No. My organic certification will not include organic slaughter eligibility

	§205.236(b)(1) Livestock that are removed from an organic operation and subsequently managed or handled on a nonorganic operation may not be sold, labeled, or represented as organic.

	7. Are you planning to send your animals to be managed and/or grazed at another certified organic operation?
|_|Yes, and I will submit a Custom Grazing and Management Affidavit (MDA_DOC_132) for each custom grazing location
|_|Yes, and I have submitted a Custom Grazing and Management Affidavit (MDA_DOC_132) for each custom grazing location
|_|No, my animals remain on-site for the duration of their lives or until sale

	D. Breeder Stock
	|_| Not Applicable – Poultry production only

	§ 205.236(a)(3) Livestock used as breeder stock may be brought from a nonorganic operation onto an organic operation at any time, Provided, That the following conditions are met: (i) Such breeder stock must be brought onto the operation no later than the last third of gestation if their offspring are to be raised as organic livestock; and (ii) Such breeder stock must be managed organically throughout the last third of gestation and the lactation period during which time they may nurse their own offspring.

	1. Are you sourcing breeder stock from off-farm?
|_|Yes, nonorganic breeder stock will be brought on-site before the last third of gestation of their offspring
|_|Yes, and I solely use organic breeder stock
|_|No, I solely use my own on-site breeder stock


	2. What records do you maintain to demonstrate that breeder stock are managed organically throughout the last-third of gestation and the lactation period while nursing their offspring? (select all that apply):
|_|Breeding records    |_|Birthing records    |_|Feeding records (e.g., grazing, purchased feed, and as-fed amounts)
|_|Medical treatment records    |_|Transport records    |_|Confinement records    |_|Weaning records    |_|Other (describe):      

	3. How do you ensure that milk from nonorganic breeder stock is solely provided to their offspring? (select all that apply):

	|_|Milk from nonorganic breeder stock is not pooled/collected
|_|Nurse animals are not used
|_|Nurse animals are certified organic animals
	|_|If young stock must be bottle-fed, the animals receive certified organic milk
|_|Other (describe):      

	E. Transitioning Dairy Animals and Transitional Crops
	|_| Not Applicable – No dairy production
|_| Not Applicable – Dairy producer but not transitioning animals

	New dairy operations or nonorganic dairy operations converting to organic production are allowed a one-time transition of nonorganic animals to organic dairy production. Previously certified operations are not allowed to transition additional animals.

§205.236(a)(2)(i) Eligible operations converting to organic production by transitioning organic animals under this paragraph must meet the following requirements and conditions: (i) Dairy animals must be under continuous organic management for a minimum of 12 months immediately prior to production of milk or milk products that are to be sold, labeled, or represented as organic. Only certified operations may represent or sell products as organic.
§205.236(a)(2)(ii) The operation must describe the transition as part of its organic system plan. The description must include the actual or expected start date of the minimum 12-month transition, individual identification of animals intended to complete transition, and any additional information or records deemed necessary by the certifying agent to determine compliance with the regulations. Transitioning animals are not considered organic until the operation is certified.
§205.236(a)(2)(vi) All dairy animals must end the transition at the same time;

	1. What is the anticipated start and end date of your one-time transition?
Start Date:             End Date:      

	2. Have you purchased and/or do you plan to purchase any certified organic dairy animals before your operation is certified? (select all that apply): 
|_|Yes, I have acquired or plan to acquire certified last-third dairy animals. Additional supporting documentation will be required
|_|Yes, I have acquired or plan to acquire certified transitioned animals. Additional supporting documentation will be required
|_|No, I am not planning to purchase certified organic animals

	Milk from purchased organic animals cannot be sold or represented as organic until the transitioning herd has completed its transition and the operation is certified.

	3. When do you anticipate selling milk from transitioning animals as organic?    
Anticipated organic milk shipment date:      

	4. Are you planning to feed or bed your transitioning animals with third-year transitional crops? (Certified organic livestock may not be fed transitional crops or have transitional crops used as bedding)
|_|Yes. The crops are harvested from a parcel that is currently approved as part of my OSP and I have records documenting that this parcel is in its third year of transition
|_|Yes, and I need to add the parcel containing this forage to my OSP. I will contact MDA to ensure it is added and inspected
|_|No, I am not feeding any third-year transitional crops to my animals or using them for bedding

	5. Will offspring be consuming third-year transitional crops?
|_|Yes: Approximate start date of feeding third-year transitional crops:        Approximate start date of solely providing certified organic feed:      
|_|No, they will solely be consuming organic crops and forages

	6. Will the dam consume third-year transitional crops during the offspring’s last third of gestation?
|_|Yes. Approximate start and end dates of this feeding:      
|_|No, they will solely be consuming organic crops and forages

	F. Non-organic Livestock Management
	|_| Not Applicable – only organic livestock are managed on this operation

	1. List the type and number of all non-organic livestock or poultry on your operation (including home use or work animals):      

	2. Describe how non-organic livestock are differentiated visually (e.g., identification system) or physically (e.g., separate housing, outdoor access, etc.):      

	3. Please list all non-organic feed, prohibited medical treatments, and prohibited feed additives/supplements kept on your operation:
|_|N/A, no non-organic feed, prohibited medical treatments, or prohibited feed additives/supplements kept on my operation

	Non-organic feed or prohibited materials (product name and manufacturer/producer)
	Type of livestock and reason for use
	Location where stored, used, and/or fed

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     

	Section 3: Living Conditions
	NOP §205.239

	NOP standards require the producer to establish and maintain livestock living conditions that accommodate the health and natural behavior of animals, including: access to the outdoors, shade, shelter, exercise areas, fresh air, and direct sunlight year-round suitable to the species, stage of life, climate, and environment; access to pasture for ruminants; appropriate clean, dry bedding; and shelter that allows for natural maintenance, comfort behaviors, opportunity to exercise, suitable temperature, and ventilation. 

	1. Do all organic livestock have year round access to the outdoors, shade (including trees), shelter, exercise areas, fresh air, clean water, and direct sunlight?
    If No, please describe:      

	|_|Yes       |_|No

	2. Outline the housing provided to organic animals on your operation in the table below. Be sure to include housing used for all species and classes/groups of animals (e.g., calves, heifers, etc.)

	Production Group
	When Used/Stage of Life
	Housing Type
	# of Animals per Unit
	Size
	Outdoor access?

	E.g. calves
	0-3 months
	Hutch
	1 per hutch
	5’ x 12’
	|X|Yes       |_|No
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	|_|Yes       |_|No

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	|_|Yes       |_|No

	Roughages used for bedding must be organic and organic certificates of suppliers must be available at inspection. Forestry products, such as wood shavings, and sand are not required to be organic. 

	3. Do you provide bedding for livestock?
     If Yes, describe the bedding used and list the source and certifier, if applicable:      
	|_|Yes       |_|No

	4. At what age or stage of development do livestock and/or poultry begin to have access to the outdoors?      

	5. Complete the following table to describe whether animals are temporarily confined for the reasons listed below:

	Reason
	Circumstances
	Duration and Time of Year

	Inclement weather
	     
	     

	Stage of life (e.g., calves, newly hatched poultry. Does not include lactation or breeding)
	     
	     

	Protection of health, safety, or well-being (e.g., confinement at night due to predation, regional disease outbreaks, etc.)
	     
	     

	Protection of soil or water quality
	     
	     

	Preventative healthcare procedures or for the treatment of illness or injury (does not include life stages or lactation)
	     
	     

	Sorting or shipping animals and livestock sales
	     
	     

	Breeding (bred animals shall not be denied access to outdoors; once bred, ruminants shall not be denied access to pasture during grazing season)
	     
	     

	4-H, FFA, or other youth projects (no more than 1 week prior to demonstration, up to 24 hours after animal has arrived home)
	     
	     

	Lactation dry-off (up to 1 week only)
	     
	     

	Parturition (up to 3 weeks prior and 1 week post-parturition)
	     
	     

	New-born dairy cattle (Up to 6 months. Must be allowed to lie down, stand up, fully extend limbs, and move freely)
	     
	     

	Shearing (fiber bearing animals, short periods only)
	     
	     

	Finishing (slaughter stock only. Limited to 120 day or 1/5 of animal’s life, whichever is shorter) 
	     
	     

	Milking (frequencies and duration practices cannot be used to deny pasture access)
	     
	     

	6. Describe your recordkeeping system for documenting days/times when animals are denied access to pasture and/or outdoors:      

	7. How do you manage outdoor access areas (yards, runs, feeding areas, laneways, etc.) to ensure manure does not contribute to contamination crops, soil, or water by plant nutrients, heavy metals, and pathogenic organisms?      

	8. How do you ensure no overcrowding or competition for food in concentrated feeding areas (e.g., yards, feeding pads, feedlots, etc.)?      
	|_|N/A, no concentrated feeding areas used

	9. Describe the locations and sources of shade within outdoor access areas, including pastures (shade is required to be identified on your maps):      

	10. Describe the source of clean drinking water, the water delivery systems/equipment, and location of drinking water in housing, outdoor access areas, and pasture, as applicable (livestock water access is required to identified on your maps):      

	11. Do you add any additives/materials to livestock drinking water?
    If Yes, list the materials, amount/concentrations used, and frequency of use:      
	|_|Yes       |_|No

	12. Select the written plans you have implemented to address manure management: 
|_|Nutrient Management Plan (NMP)    |_|Soil Conservation Plan    |_|NRCS Conservation Plan   |_|Other (describe):      

	13. List any locations of lumber treated with arsenate or other prohibited materials, including approximate date of installations. For treated lumber in new installations or used for replacement purposes, describe how you prevent contact with soil or livestock (including crops/livestock feed):      
	|_|N/A, No treated lumber on my operation

	Section 4: Feed Rations
	NOP §§205.237, 205.201

	The NOP requires that all organic livestock and poultry be fed only certified organic feed. This standard applies to mammals from the last-third of gestation and poultry from the second day of life. Feeding records must be available at inspection.

	A. Feed Supplements and Additives

	Feed Additive: A substance added to feed in micro quantities to fulfill a specific nutritional need; i.e., essential nutrients in the form of amino acids, vitamins, and minerals.

Feed Supplement: A combination of feed nutrients added to livestock feed to improve the nutrient balance or performance of the total ration intended to be: 
1) Diluted with other feed when fed to livestock;
2) Offered free choice with other parts of the ration if separately available; or
3) Further diluted and mixed to produce a complete feed.

All agricultural ingredients in feed supplements and additives, such as molasses, must be organic. All feed supplements and additives used must be reviewed and approved by MDA prior to use. 

	1. Do you use any feed supplements and/or additives, including vitamins, minerals, silage/hay inoculants, etc.? (If Yes, all products must be included on Livestock Appendix B.)
|_|Yes, all feed supplements and additives are included on Appendix B Livestock Inputs (MDA_DOC_057)
|_|No, I do not provide supplements/minerals to my organic livestock

	B. Non-Ruminant Livestock
	|_| Not Applicable – Ruminant Livestock Only

	1. List all livestock feed sources used or planned for use for non-ruminant livestock, whether produced on-farm or purchased from a certified organic source: 

	Species
	Livestock Feed Type
	Supplier/Manufacturer
	Certifier of Purchased Feed (attach certificate)
	Amount Produced or Purchased Annually

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	2. Provide a general description of daily feed rations provided to each class of non-ruminant livestock (e.g., broilers, layers, piglets, swine for slaughter, swine breeder stock, etc.) using units appropriate to each animal group. Include purchased feed, feed produced on-farm, and pasture/grazed forage. Use a separate line for each feed ration period for each class of livestock. 

	Livestock Class
	Daily Rations per Animal

	e.g., layers
	Layer crumbles: 25 lbs per 100 birds per day, free choice oyster shells and grits

	     
	     

	     
	     

	     
	     

	     
	     

	     
	     

	C. Ruminant Livestock
	|_| Not Applicable – No Ruminant Livestock

	1. Do you provide ruminant livestock with feed?
    If Yes, complete the table below for all feed provided to ruminants
	|_|Yes       |_|No

	Ruminant Species and Class/Age Group
	Feed Type/Formula Name
	Source (If off-farm, an organic certificate, or label must be supplied)
	Percentage Dry Matter

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	2. Submit one of the following for all rations fed to all classes of animals during the grazing and non-grazing seasons:
|_| MDA Appendix A DMI Calculation Worksheet (MDA_DOC_055) for each class or age group and separate feed ration attached
|_| Feed rations and DMI calculations for each class or age group and separate feed ration are on my own forms. These forms are attached along with a description of how to interpret and audit these forms
|_| My animals solely receive 100% pasture for 365 days per year and no additional feed is fed. No attachments necessary. 

	Section 5: Pasture Management Plan
	NOP §205.240

	Organic livestock producers must provide pasture of sufficient quality and quantity to graze throughout the entire grazing season and to provide all organic ruminants with at least 30% of their dry matter intake from grazing throughout the grazing season.

	A. Grazing Season
	|_|Not Applicable – No Ruminant Livestock

	Grazing season is defined as the period of time when pasture is available for grazing, due to natural precipitation or irrigation. Grazing season dates may vary because of mid-summer heat/humidity, significant precipitation events, floods, hurricanes, droughts, or winter weather events. Grazing season may be extended by the grazing of residual forage as agreed in the operation's organic system plan. Due to weather, season, or climate, the grazing season may or may not be continuous. Grazing season may range from 120 days to 365 days, but not less than 120 days per year.

	1. When does the grazing season begin in your area?      

	2. When does the grazing season end in your areas?      

	3. How many days per year will livestock have access to pasture?      

	4. At what age will livestock be allowed to access pasture?      

	5. Describe your grazing practices, such as the types of grazing methods used in your pasture system:      

	B. Pasture Management
	|_|Not Applicable – No Ruminant Livestock

	1. Attach farm maps listing all of your pastures, including pasture size and location of fences, shade, and water sources. 
	|_|Maps attached

	2. Describe the pasture available to your livestock, including terrain and forage/plant species:      

	3. What cultural and management practices do you use to ensure the pasture is of sufficient quality and quantity to provide the requisite dry matter intake for your livestock? (select all that apply):

	|_|Rotational Grazing
|_|Periodic pasture reseeding
|_|Maintaining certification for additional pastures for supplemental grazing
|_|Other (describe):      
	|_|Irrigation (if available, must be used to promote pasture growth
|_|Mowing, clipping, or weed control, as needed to promote palatable species growth
|_|Sending animals for custom grazing/management at another certified operation

	4. Describe your practices for managing soil fertility in pastures:      

	5. Describe the reseeding practices for your pastures:      

	6. How do you control erosion in your pastures and adjoining areas?      

	7. How do you protect adjoining and/or nearby wetlands and riparian areas?      

	8. Do you use temporary or cross fencing?
    If Yes, answer (a) and (b) below:
	|_|Yes       |_|No

	a. How much ungrazed forage is presented to livestock at a time?      

	b. How often are livestock or fencing moved?      

	9. At what height is pasture grazed?      

	10. How often are pastures renovated?      

	11. What is your stocking rate (number of animals per acre of available pasture)?      

	Section 6: Livestock Health Care
	NOP §205.238

	Organic livestock producers must establish and maintain preventive health care practices. When preventive practices are inadequate to prevent sickness, synthetic medications allowed under §205.603 may be administered. 

	1. What preventive livestock health care practices do you implement or plan to implement? (select all that apply):
|_|Choose well-adapted species and breeds, resistant to health problems
|_|Use selective breeding
|_|Raise own replacement stock (closed herd or flock)
|_|Quarantine and observe incoming stock; isolate any sick animals
|_|Provide good quality feed; adequate nutrition
|_|Use nutritional supplements or probiotics
|_|Prevent endemic diseases with vaccines or biologics
|_|Provide for freedom of movement and opportunity to exercise
|_|Provide appropriate shelter or housing
|_|Maintain appropriate, clean, dry bedding
|_|Maintain cleanliness and good sanitation; remove/manage manure
|_|Control vectors or intermediate hosts
|_|Exclude or manage pests and parasites
|_|Protect against injury/predation; monitor animal health
|_|Rotate pastures, paddocks, yards, houses, feeding, or watering area
|_|Use grazing management; rotational, management intensive, multi-species grazing, etc.
|_|Biological control; parasite/parasitoid/predator release
|_|Encourage natural predators and recyclers (poultry, caged egrets, dung beetles, etc.)
|_|Monitor for pests, diseases, and injuries
|_|Employ other forms of pest or disease management (describe):      

	2. Describe the health care practices you indicated above, including which species and class of animal each practice is used for:      

	3. Identify the farm’s veterinarian/animal clinic. Provide name, address, and phone number:      

	4. What are the traits of your livestock breed(s) that make them suitable to your environment and production system:      

	5. How do you monitor livestock health (include both methods and frequency of monitoring)?      

	6. In the table below, list problem pests that may affect your livestock (e.g., flies, internal parasites, external parasites, predators, etc.), monitoring frequency and methods (e.g., observe body condition, signs of anemia, fecal analysis, etc.) and prevention/management strategies for each type of pest: 

	Pest Type/Species
	Monitoring Methods and Frequency
	Prevention/Management Strategies

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     

	Prohibited medications are those not included on §205.603 and are included under §205.604. Withholding medical treatment from a sick animal to preserve its organic status is prohibited. Organic livestock producers must maintain records sufficient to preserve the identity of all organically managed animals. 

	7. If you treat an animal with a prohibited material (such as antibiotics), how do you identify/segregate/track the animal to ensure that the animal and/or its products are not represented as organic? (select all that apply):

	|_|N/A, I do not administer prohibited medications
|_|Treatment date and materials are documented in animal records
|_|Update the animal’s visual identification to indicate the animal as not slaughter eligible
|_|Sell animals as non-organic
	|_|Animals segregated to a separate area of farm
|_|Removed from farm
|_|Update herd list
|_|Other (describe):      

	8. If you treat an animal with a restricted material (such as materials requiring a withholding period, or parasiticides in dairy animals), how do you identify/segregate/track that animal to ensure the withholding period is met for the animal and/or its products, or if applicable, the animal isn’t sold for organic slaughter? (select all that apply):

	|_|N/A, I do not administer restricted medications
|_|Treatment date and material are documented in animal records
|_|Record withholding period
|_|Update the animal’s visual identification to indicate the animal as not slaughter eligible
	|_|Sell animals as non-organic
|_|Animals segregated to separate area of farm
|_|Removed from farm
|_|Update herd list
|_|Other (describe):      

	9. Do you use synthetic parasiticides or have them listed on your materials list for emergency use (e.g., moxidectin, fenbendazole)?
	|_|Yes, they are included on Appendix B: Livestock Inputs List
|_|No 

	Physical alterations to organic livestock may be conducted as needed to promote the animal’s welfare and must be conducted in a way that minimizes pain and stress.

	10. In the table below, describe any physical alterations you perform on your animals (beak trimming, de-spurring, castration, dehorning, tail docking, ear tagging, etc.):
	|_|N/A, no physical alterations performed

	Physical Alteration
	Animal Group and Age
	Reason/Purpose
	Methods

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     

	11. How do your practices minimize pain and stress associated with physical alterations? (select all that apply):

	|_|Minimize handling time
|_|Animals returned to group promptly (minimize separation)
|_|Use of squeeze chutes
|_|Use of handling techniques that minimize stress
	|_|Use of clean equipment/tools/supplies
|_|Use of pain killers (must be listed on Appendix B)
|_|Other (describe):      

	All medications administered must be recorded in an animal’s health record. For restricted materials, documentation is required to demonstrate compliance with restrictions. All records must be available for inspection, including age/timing of use, compliance with annotation/restriction, reason for use, and disposition of non-organic animals if prohibited materials are used, as applicable. 

	12. List all health care materials you use or plan to use (in inventory or accessible) for organic animals on Appendix B Livestock Inputs List. All materials must be approved by MDA, as indicated by its listing on your MDA Inputs List, prior to use. 
      |_|All livestock health care materials listed on Appendix B.

	Section 7: Livestock Products, Marketing, and Labeling
	NOP §§ 205.103, 205.201, 205.272, 205.300-311

	A. Products

	1. Which types of products do you plan to sell as certified organic?
|_|Meat   |_|Milk   |_|Eggs   |_|Fiber   |_|Live Animals   |_|Other (describe):      

	2. In what venue(s) do you sell your product(s)? 
|_|Retail   |_|Wholesale   |_|Direct to Consumer   |_|Other (describe):      

	3. Do you produce both organic and non-organic livestock products?
If Yes, describe how organic and non-organic products (e.g., milk, eggs) are kept separate throughout production:      
	|_|Yes       |_|No

	4. Do you ever obtain (buy, source, trade, broker, etc.) and sell live animals or livestock products from or for other operations?
If Yes, answer (5) and (6) below. If No, move to Section B. 
	|_|Yes       |_|No

	5. If applicable, describe your plan for ensuring any nonorganic products are not commingled with organic products during handling, transportation, and sale:      

	6. How do you verify and document, on a continual basis, that suppliers of any organic products are certified by a USDA-accredited certifier in good standing?      

	B. Marketing

	1. Select all the marketing venues used to sell organic livestock or livestock products produced on your operation:

	|_|farmers market
|_|on-farm retail
|_|online retail
	|_|farm stands
|_|direct to retail
|_|livestock auction
	|_|CSA/subscription service
|_|bulk to processor
|_|contract to buyer
	|_|wholesale
|_|other (describe):      

	2. For all marketing that is NOT direct to consumer (e.g., bulk to processor, wholesale, contract to buyer, etc.), how do you ensure that all organic products sold are traceable back to your certified operation? (select all that apply):
|_|Include operation name and identification of the product as organic on all sales documentation (invoices, BOLs, etc.)
|_|Use nonretail containers that include the operation name and identification of the product as organic
|_|N/A, all sales are direct to consumer
|_|Other (describe):        

	3. Describe all direct marketing venues below. Include CSA’s, farm stands, farmers markets, and online sales below. 
	|_|N/A, no sales at direct marketing venues. Move to question 4. 

	(a) Farmers’ Markets
	|_|N/A, no sales at farmers’ markets. Move to question (b).

	Name of Market and/or Organization
	Market Address
	Day(s)
	Do you sell non-organic products at this market?

	     
	     
	     
	|_|Yes       |_|No

	     
	     
	     
	|_|Yes       |_|No

	     
	     
	     
	|_|Yes       |_|No

	(b) Other direct marketing venues (CSA, farm stand, online sales, etc.)
	|_|N/A, no sales at any of these

	Type of Venue
	Address (or website of online sales)
	Do you sell non-organic products at this venue?

	     
	     
	|_|Yes       |_|No

	     
	     
	|_|Yes       |_|No

	     
	     
	|_|Yes       |_|No

	4. How do you differentiate organic and nonorganic products to consumers?

	|_|N/A, only sell certified organic products
|_|twist ties/stickers/rubber bands
|_|other (describe):      
	|_|newsletter/delivery list (attach sample)
|_|separate sales area for organic and non-organic (describe):      
	|_|clear “organic” and “non-organic” signage (attach photo)
|_|description on website (attach printout)

	C. Labeling

	Packaged retail product labels must state “Certified Organic by MDA” (or similar) below the information identifying the producer or handling operation. Display of the USDA organic seal and/or the MDA organic seal is optional. If both seals are used, the MDA seal must not be displayed more prominently than the USDA seal. All retail labels must be approved by MDA prior to use.

	1. Do you use any retail labels for packaged organic products?
    If Yes, answer (2) below and submit a copy of all labels for review. 
    If No, move to question 3. 
	|_|Yes       |_|No

	2. Do your retail product label(s) contain the phrase “Certified Organic by MDA” or similar directly below your business/farm information?
	|_|Yes       |_|No

	Nonretail containers are those used to ship or store organic products, other than containers used for retail sale of the product, including containers used for wholesale. Nonretail containers may include boxes, totes, bulk containers/bags, crates, bins, etc. 

Nonretail containers must 1) clearly identify the product as organic and 2) include a production lot number, shipping identification, or other unique information that links the container to audit trail documentation. (Audit trail is defined as documentation that is sufficient to determine the source, transfer of ownership, and transportation or organic products).

Audit trail documentation for nonretail containers must identify the last certified operation that handled the organic product. 

All labeling of nonretail containers must be approved by MDA prior to use. 

	3. Do you use any nonretail containers (as defined above) to ship or store organic products, including products sold wholesale?
    If Yes, answer (4) through (6) below and submit a copy or photo of nonretail containers/labels for review.
    If No, move to Section 8. 
	|_|Yes       |_|No

	4. Select all of the nonretail containers that you use for shipping and storage of organic livestock products:

	|_|Box
|_|Bin
	|_|Tote
|_|Bag
	|_|Bulk container
|_|Bulk bag
	|_|Crate
|_|Trailer
	|_|Other (describe):      

	5. How do you display identification of the product as organic on nonretail containers? (select all that apply):

	|_|“Organic”, “Org”, etc.
|_|farm name (if all organic farm)
	|_|MDA organic seal
|_|USDA organic seal
	|_|“Certified Organic by MDA” statement
|_|Other (describe):      

	6. What unique information is displayed on nonretail containers that links the nonretail container to audit trail documentation?

	|_|Shipping identification
|_|Field number/name
|_|Julian date codes
	|_|Lot numbers (describe lot numbering system):      
|_|Other (describe):      

	Section 8: Livestock Product Handling
	NOP §§205.201, 205.271, 205.272

	A. Slaughter Handling

	1. How are slaughter animals sold? (select all that apply):
|_|feeders    |_|finished    |_|cull animals    |_|live poultry    |_|packaged meat   |_|other (describe):       

	2. Please list the slaughter/processing facility that you use or plan to use to process your organic livestock:
	|_|N/A – livestock slaughtered on-farm
|_|N/A – only live animals sold

	Facility Name
	Address
	Phone Number
	USDA Plant Number
	Certified Organic?
	Organic Certifier

	     
	     
	     
	     
	|_|Yes |_|No
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	|_|Yes |_|No
	     

	3. Are organic livestock transported to slaughter?
If Yes, answer (a) through (d) below:
	|_|Yes       |_|No

	   (a) Describe how animal stress/injury is minimized during loading, transport, and unloading?      

	   (b) Does transport time exceed 12 hours?
        If Yes, describe how you ensure water and organic feed are provided during transport:      
	|_|Yes       |_|No

	4. If you slaughter livestock other than poultry or rabbits on-farm, is your operation USDA/FSIS inspected?
|_|N/A, I do not slaughter livestock other than poultry or rabbits on-farm
|_|I slaughter livestock other than poultry or rabbits on-farm and my operation is USDA/FSIS inspected (Please complete an on-farm processing application)
|_|I slaughter livestock other than poultry or rabbits on-farm and my operation is not USDA/FSIS inspected (Meat products cannot be certified organic as they are not in compliance with the Federal Meat Inspection Act)

	5. Does your operation slaughter your own poultry for sale as organic? (less than 20,000 annually)
    If Yes, answer (a) through (d) below: 
	|_|Yes       |_|No

	   (a) What method of slaughter is used?      

	   (b) Do you slaughter conventional poultry at the same location?
If Yes, describe the systems in place to prevent contamination of organic poultry with prohibited substances and  commingling of conventional and organic poultry:      
	|_|Yes       |_|No

	   (c) Describe your cleaning and sanitation of all containers, equipment, and/or storage areas that organic livestock products come in to contact with:      

	   (d) What steps are taken to ensure the freshness of the meat after the slaughter process?      

	B. Egg Production
	|_|Not Applicable

	1. How many dozens of eggs are produced annually?      

	2. Are eggs packed on-farm?
    If Yes, what is your Maryland egg registration number?      
    If No, where are the eggs packed?      
	|_|Yes       |_|No

	3. Do you use any cleaning or sanitation products on eggs during processing?

	|_|Yes, and products are included on Appendix B
|_|No

	4. Describe the retail and/or wholesale packaging used for eggs:      

	5. Do you produce, handle, or pack nonorganic eggs?
If Yes, describe the systems in place to prevent the contamination of organic eggs with prohibited substances and commingling of organic and conventional eggs throughout production, handling, and packaging:      
	|_|Yes       |_|No

	6. Describe your cleaning and sanitation of all containers, equipment, and/or storage areas that organic eggs come into contact with:      

	C. Dairy Production
	|_|Not Applicable

	1. How many cows are you currently milking (not including dry-off period for seasonal operations)?      

	2. What is your annual milk production and average milk production per cow?      

	3. What type and size of milk handing system is used (e.g., pipeline, parlor, etc.)?      

	4. How are you licensed to sell milk?  |_|Grade A   |_|Grade B   |_|Pet milk license   |_|Other (describe):       

	5. Describe your cleaning cycle for milking equipment and bulk tank (e.g., water, temperature, products used and concentration, number of rinses, etc.). List all detergents, sanitizers, acid washes, teat dips, udder washes, etc. on Appendix B:      

	6. How often are inflations changed?      

	7. List the somatic cell counts and production for the last 6 months in the chart below:

	Month
	SSC Ranges (Low/High for month)
	SCC Monthly Average
	Production (total production including milk fed to caves)
	Daily Production per Cow

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	D. Facility Pest Management

	1. Which of the following management practices do you use to prevent pests in your organic production, storage, and/or handling facilities?
|_|Remove pest habitat, food sources, and breeding areas
|_|Prevent access to storage/handling facilities
|_|Manage environmental factors to prevent pest reproduction (temperature, light, humidity, atmosphere, air circulation)
|_|Other (describe): 

	2. Which of the following practices do you use to control pests in organic production, storage, and/or handling facilities?
|_|N/A, none used (not needed)
|_|Mechanical or physical controls, including traps, light, or sound
|_|Lures or repellents using non-synthetic or synthetic substances consistent with the National List. All lures and repellents are listed on Appendix B.

	Prevention and control measures described above must be implemented before National List materials may be used. National List materials include carbon dioxide, nitrogen gas, Vitamin D3 bait, boric acid, diatomaceous earth, and soap products.

	3. Are the prevention and control measures listed above sufficient to control pests in organic production, storage, and/or handling facilities?
|_|Yes
|_|No – additional pest control inputs (non-synthetic and/or synthetic materials consistent with the National List) are included on Appendix B. 

	4. How do you prevent pest control materials from contacting organic products, ingredients, and/or packaging materials?

	|_|N/A, none used
|_|Remove organic products and packaging from areas to be treated
	|_|Wash and rinse organic contract surfaces after treatment
|_|Cover equipment used for organic handling or storage during treatment
	|_|Other (describe):      

	Section 9: Recordkeeping
	NOP §205.103

	1. Based on the activities described in your Organic System Plan (OSP), does your operation:
· Maintain all records needed to verify compliance, and
· Keep these records for at least 5 years, and
· Make them available during inspections?
|_|Yes, my operation does the above. 
|_|No, my operation does not meet the recordkeeping requirements outlined above but I am still in compliance with NOP recordkeeping requirements because:      
Records needed to verify compliance include, but are not limited to, the following:

	If you do this:
	Maintain this type of record (check all records that you maintain or intend to maintain):

	Purchase:
· Organic feed
· Feed supplements
· Organic roughages for bedding
	[bookmark: Check8]|_| Purchase records (e.g., receipts, invoices, weight tags, and shipping documents)
|_| Documentation must demonstrate that the transaction occurred directly between two certified operations
|_| Organic certificate for the supplier(s)
|_| Labels for all purchased feed and feed supplements

	Store organic feed
	|_| Inventory records for feed produced on-farm and for purchased feed

	Feed the ration outlined in your OSP or make changes to your approved ration
	|_| Feeding records (actual quantities of feed fed to each type and class of animal)
|_| Changes to intended feed ration

	Graze ruminant livestock
	|_| Pasture access records
|_| Calculations showing dry matter intake (DMI) from pasture for all production groups (see Livestock Appendix A DMI Calculation)
|_| The start and end of your grazing season

	Temporarily confine livestock for allowed reasons
	|_| Document each period of temporary confinement including animal(s) confined, starts and end date(s), reason for confinement, and weather conditions during confinement (if applicable)

	Raise replacement animals on-farm
	|_| Birth and/or hatching records

	Purchase new animals
	|_| Livestock purchase records
|_| Organic certificates for operations from which animals are purchased
|_| Documentation verifying slaughter stock eligibility of purchased animals (see Livestock Transaction Record form)

	Administer health care materials to organic animals
	|_| Health care product labels and purchase receipts
|_| Health care treatment logs, including vaccinations, biologics, anesthetics, topicals, parasiticides, etc.
|_| Mortality and cull records, if applicable

	Raise a herd of ruminant livestock
	|_| Ruminant herd list (Livestock Appendix C – Herd List), including birth date, traceability to dam and/or purchase information, transitional status, and organic slaughter eligibility status

	Have nonorganic breeder stock on-farm
	|_| Breeding and birthing records that demonstrate progeny’s last third of gestation
|_| Transportation records with dates that nonorganic breeder stock arrived on-farm
|_| All applicable records to demonstrate breeder stock were managed organically during their progeny’s last third of gestation through nursing, including confinement, medical treatments, feeding and grazing, and weaning records

	Transport organic animals or products
	|_| Transportation records including location of pick-up/drop-off, number of animals, travel time on vehicle
|_| Records indicating the organic status of livestock in a shipment
|_| Verification that commingling of certified organic animals and nonorganic animals was prevented during transport, if applicable (e.g., animal identification records)

	Produce organic products (e.g., eggs, milk, meat)
	|_| Production records (e.g., quantity of eggs, milk, or meat produced)
|_| Slaughter records, if applicable
|_| Cleaning logs and SOPs for product handling (e.g., egg washing), facility equipment cleaning, facility pest management, and other handling activities as applicable.

	Sell livestock and/or livestock products
	|_| Sales and/or shipping records (e.g., delivery receipts, receiving documents, Farmers’ Market load lists, etc.)

	Contract with another certified operation for processing
	|_| Organic certificates for certified handlers you use to process product that you own (e.g., slaughter, cut and wrap operations)
|_| Records documenting the handling/processing services provided for your product (e.g., invoices)

	An audit trail is a set of documents that tracks all activities occurring from origin through sale/transfer of ownership of organic livestock and their products and is sufficient to trace organic crops back to their production (e.g., eggs tracing to a flock, milk tracing to a herd). Per NOP §205.2, an audit trail consists of documentation that is sufficient to determine the source, transfer of ownership, and transportation of any agricultural product labeled as organic. 

	2. How do your audit trail records link to track organic livestock and/or livestock products from their origin (birth, purchase) to the final sale? (select all that apply): 
|_|Individual animal or herd identification   |_|Farm name (only if all animals are slaughter eligible)   |_|Julian date codes
|_|Lot numbers (describe lot numbering system):      
|_|Other (describe):      

	A split operation is an operation that produces or handles both organic and nonorganic (conventional and/or transitional) products.

	3. Select all that apply to your operation:
	|_|N/A, my operation is not a split operation. Move to section 10.

	|_|Raise both organic and nonorganic livestock
|_|Raise identical livestock organically and nonorganically
|_|Sell organic and nonorganic livestock/products, including any that you source from other operations
|_|Sell identical organic and nonorganic livestock/products, including any that you source from other operations

	4. How do your production and transaction documents distinguish between organic and nonorganic livestock/products? (Examples include health care treatments, purchase and sales records, transportation records, etc.):      
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	Section 10: Affirmation

	I affirm that all statements made in this application are true and correct. I understand that the operation may be subject to unannounced inspection and/or sampling for residues at any time as deemed appropriate to ensure compliance with the Organic Foods Production Act of 1990, the National Organic Program Rule and other applicable standards or requirements.  I agree to pay all costs and fees associated with this program. I understand that I must notify the MDA Organic Certification program if I intend to make modifications to products, processes or systems which could affect the compliance of the product with the requirements of the applicable standards or regulations and cannot sell or distribute the affected products until approval is received from the MDA Organic Certification Program.
I understand:
1) If I (a) knowingly sell or label a product as organic, except in accordance with the National Organic Program, I shall be subject to a civil penalty of not more than $10,000 per violation; (b) make a false statement under the Act to the Secretary, a governing State official, or an accredited certifying agent, I shall be subject to the provisions of section 1001 of Title 18, United States Code.
2) Except for operations exempt or excluded in the NOP §205.101, each production or handling operation or specified portion of a production or handling operation that produces or handles crops, livestock, livestock products, or other agricultural products that are intended to be sold, labeled, or represented as “100 percent organic,” “organic,” or “made with organic (specified ingredients or food group(s))” must be certified according to the provisions of subpart E of the NOP and must meet all other applicable requirement of this part and submission of this plan in no way implies granting or continuation of certification by the MDA Organic Certification Program.
3) I am required to surrender my certificate and can no longer sell or label products as certified by the MDA if: I withdraw from the program; my certification is not continued for failure to submit an annual update or fees; or any other reason in accordance with the NOP.
4) My operation must be inspected annually to continue certification and the inspection must be conducted within 30 days of the first notification from the Maryland Department of Agriculture to schedule the inspection. Notification may be made by letter, phone call or email. Failure to respond to the notification or be available for inspection may result in the issuance of a noncompliance.
5) The USDA National Organic Program requires MDA to conduct unannounced inspections for a minimum of 5% of the MDA certified operations annually. MDA conducts unannounced inspections at their discretion, and I may be subject to an unannounced inspection at any time throughout the year. Failure to be available for an unannounced inspection may result in the issuance of a noncompliance.

        

Representative Name and Title

                                                                                                                              
	
Representative Signature	Date
No person or operation shall be excluded from participation in or denied the benefits of the National Organic Program due to discrimination because of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, or marital or family status.

I have attached the following documents:
|_|Maps of all pastures (showing drinking water and shade locations)
|_|Input product labels and/or SDS sheets (including seed information/non-GMO affidavits)
|_|Custom grazing and management affidavit, if applicable
|_|Livestock transaction record, if applicable
|_|Organic product labels, if applicable (approval required)
|_|Livestock Appendix A: DMI Calculation
|_|Livestock Appendix B: Livestock Material Inputs
|_|Livestock Appendix C: Ruminant Herd List
|_|I have made copies of this OSP and other supporting documents for my own records. 

Submit completed certification application and supporting documents via email to organic.certification@maryland.gov or by mail to:
Maryland Department of Agriculture Organic Certification Program, 50 Harry S. Truman Parkway, Suite 449, Annapolis, MD 21401

Submit fees and MDA Certified Producers Remittance/Cost Share Form to:


	Via USPS: Maryland Department of Agriculture, P.O. Box 17304, Baltimore, MD 21297-1304
	via Other Carriers: First Data/Remitco, Attn: Maryland Department of Agriculture, Lockbox (17304), 7175 Columbia Gateway Drive, Columbia, MD 21046-2534
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