MARYLAND AGRICULTURAL LAND PRESERVATION FOUNDATION
FORM FOR BASELINE DOCUMENTATION
MALPF File #:
________________________________________________________
Property Owner(s) Name:
__________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

Property Address:
_______________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

Phone :  _______________________ (Home)     ___________________________ (Cell)

Prepared By:
______________________________
Date:
___________________
Description:
The Maryland Agricultural Land Preservation Foundation requires an inspection of the property to be completed prior to the purchase of an easement. Its purpose is to provide a baseline for future monitoring and to identify any potential problem with the property that might prevent it from proceeding to settlement.  This site inspection should take place as soon as possible after an offer has been extended and accepted by the landowner(s).  Delays in completing the report may delay settlement.
While the primary source of information for this report will be a visual on-site inspection, the inspector should also interview the landowner (and others as appropriate) and examine the available documentary record.  In addition to this form, the inspector should also locate relevant visual observations and potential issues on an aerial and/or property tax map(s) and provide photographs taken of the property.  Photographs should provide a general landscape of the property, documenting the current conditions of the whole property at the time the easement is acquired.  Among the items located on the map and photographed (as appropriate) include existing structures (indicating use) and any potential issues identified on the property.  Please indicate on the aerial map the location of the photos using a photo number and arrow indicating the direction taken.  (Please provide the photographs as files in .jpg format on CD.)
The completion of this inspection and report does not imply that the subject property is in full compliance with actual or proposed easement restrictions or the law.
PROPERTY HISTORY/USE:
1. How many dwellings physically exist on the property?__________
(Include mobile homes, apartments in barns, garages, etc.)

Please include photos and identify locations on the aerial photo.










yes
no
don't
2. Are there any discrepancies between the number of



know
dwellings that you have identified physically on the





property and the number of dwellings as stated in the
easement application?





___
___
___
If yes, please explain, if possible.  
3. Is the property being used for a purpose on MALPF’s
list of agricultural-related uses needing approval by the
Board of Trustees (for example, a commercial recreational
horse operation, retail farm stand, home occupation, or
winery) that has not, to your knowledge, been approved by
MALPF?






___
___
___

If yes, please explain, if possible.  
GENERAL PROPERTY CONDITION:  When visiting the property did you observe any of these items in a quantity or condition beyond that which would be accepted in a generally anticipated agricultural practice?

yes
no
don't



know
Evidence of dumping
___
___
___
Trash or other debris
___
___
___
Non-agricultural drums
___
___
___


Empty? 
___
___
___


Leaking?
___
___
___


           What was in them?
____________________________
Tanks



___
___
___


     
Above or below ground (Circle one)



Leaking?


___
___
___



     What was in them?
____________________________

Other areas of concern
___
___
___

Explain any yes answers above, indicate locations on the aerial photo, and provide photographs.

yes
no
don't




know

Does any farm road serve or appear to service a neighboring
property (providing ingress and egress)?
___
___
___

If yes, please indicate approximate route on the aerial photo

and provide photographs.

What is the average width of the road?_________

estimated or measured (circle one)

Are there any areas of the farm that cannot be inspected?
___
___
___

If yes, please explain.
TRANSFORMERS:  Are there any transformers (pole
mounted or pad mounted located at the property?
___
___
___
Are these transformers owned by a local power company?
___
___
___
Do they provide power other than to the subject property?
___
___
___

SUMMARY:  Summarize the overall condition of the property and your conclusions/ recommendations regarding the property, particularly any issues that you have identified that should be addressed or clarified before going to settlement to acquire an agricultural preservation easement over the property.  Include a general summary of the farm operation and any pertinent information/history of the farm.
DOCUMENTATION AND SOURCES
Attach a tax map and aerial photo of the property with structures and/or other features identified.  If there are issues identified, indicate the issue in question on the aerial photo.  Include photographs taken of the property.  Include photos of dwellings and crop fields.  Please indicate on an aerial map the location of the photos using a photo number and arrow indicating the direction taken.  (Provide in .jpeg format on CD.)

Please indicate the sources on which you relied in completing this form:
Interviews with owner (s)
__________________________________________


_______________________________________________________________


_______________________________________________________________


_______________________________________________________________

Interview with fire, health, building, land-use or environmental officials 


_______________________________________________________________


_______________________________________________________________


_______________________________________________________________


_______________________________________________________________

Interview with others
______________________________________________


_______________________________________________________________


_______________________________________________________________


_______________________________________________________________

Aerial photos
_____________________________________________________

Topographic maps
_________________________________________________

Zoning maps/tax maps
_____________________________________________

Other sources:
____________________________________________________


_______________________________________________________________


_______________________________________________________________

____________________________
__________________
_____________________
Signature of Preparer
Date
Affiliation\

Acknowledgement of MALPF Easement Baseline Documentation
Grantor(s), ____________ County, and the Maryland Agricultural Land Preservation Foundation acknowledge that each has reviewed the Baseline Documentation report, and that the report is an accurate representation of the _____________property that will be subject to the MALPF easement as of the date of the conveyance of the easement.

GRANTORS:

________________________________



_________

[Landowner]



Date

________________________________



_________

[Landowner]



Date

________________________________



_________

[Landowner]



Date

Maryland Agricultural Land Preservation Foundation:

________________________________



_________

___, Administrator



Date

_____________ County:

________________________________



_________

___, Program Administrator



Date

1

