
 

 

 
 

Public Notice for Professional Applicators: 
Concerns with Turfgrass Herbicide Imprelis on Norway Spruce and White Pine 

 
UPDATE (Aug. 8, 2011): DuPont is implementing a voluntary suspension of sale of Imprelis® 
herbicide and will soon be conducting a product return and refund program. For more 
information: http://www.imprelis-facts.com/ 
## 
 
(July 20, 2011) -- Some lawn care and landscape firms in Maryland and other states have 
reported  herbicide injury on Norway Spruce and White Pine following application of the 
turfgrass herbicide Imprelis (active ingredient aminocyclopyrachlor), manufactured by DuPont.   
Imprelis has been on the market since October 2010, and it is only sold to professional, lawn care 
and landscape firms.  
 
DuPont, the Maryland Department of Agriculture and other state departments of agriculture are 
investigating the issue; however, DuPont advises applicators not to apply Imprelis “where 
Norway spruce or white pine are present, or in close proximity to, the property to be treated.”   
DuPont also advises pesticide applicators that “when applying Imprelis, be careful that no spray 
treatment, drift or runoff occurs that could make contact with trees, shrubs and other desirable 
plants, and stay well away from exposed roots and the rootzone of trees and shrubs.”    
 
MDA advises pesticide applicators to read and follow all label directions on all pesticides. 
 
Lawn care and landscape firms should report any suspected Imprelis damage to the MDA’s 
Pesticide Regulation Section, as well as to DuPont. Homeowner’s who observe damage to their 
trees following an application of Imprelis, should immediately contact their lawn care or 
landscape firm to request they examine the damage. 
 
The damaged trees identified to date have symptoms consistent with growth regulator type 
herbicides. The injury includes curling and twisting of new growth. Some lawn care, landscapers 
and homeowners have reported seeing browning of shoots and needle, as well as stunting and 
twisting of shoots, especially near tops of trees.   These symptoms of damage tend to be most 
severe  in the outermost or top growth, which is the growth from the current year.   
 
MDA’s Pesticide Regulation Section recently participated in an EPA held teleconference 
discussing suspected incidents involving Imprelis in Minnesota, Indiana, Illinois, Ohio, 
Michigan, Pennsylvania, Maryland, Virginia, Delaware, Wisconsin and West Virginia. EPA is 
collecting incident reports from these states and notifying other states of the problem.  
 



 

 

EPA will be reviewing information provided by DuPont and the states to determine what, if any, 
regulatory action may be necessary. 
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