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True (T) or False (F) 

_____1) Ammonium and nitrate are the dominant form of nitrogen taken up by plants. 
 

_____2) Ammonium and nitrate make up the majority of nitrogen in most soils. 
 

_____3) Soil microbes produce enzymes to break down organic nitrogen into simpler 

molecules. 
 

_____4) Most of the carbon consumed by bacteria goes into the productions and maintenance 

of their biomass. 
 

_____5) In a teaspoon of soil, there are more fungi cells than bacteria cells. 
 

_____6) If an organic nutrient source had a carbon to nitrogen ratio (C/N) of 18, one would 

anticipate immobilization. 
 

_____7) Nitrifying bacteria are aerobes. 
 

_____8) Given a choice, plants prefer the nitrate form of nitrogen over the ammonium form 

of nitrogen. 
 

_____9) The fates of ammonium in soil are many and varied. 
 

_____10) If there is a shortage of nitrogen in the soil microbes outcompete plants. 
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