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Key Biosecurity Precautions for Farriers 

During an EHV outbreak, farriers should implement strict biosecurity measures to prevent disease transmission between horses and barns. Key practices involve thorough disinfection of hands and equipment, changing clothes, and scheduling appointments to work with healthy horses first, saving potentially exposed or sick horses for the end of the day.

Communication with Clients: 

1. Farriers should maintain open communication with horse owners. 
2. Ask if horses have traveled recently, if any have been exposed to a quarantined 
                        facility, or if they are showing any signs of illness (e.g., coughing, nasal discharge,   
                        fever).
3. Reschedule appointments for sick or exposed horses until they are cleared by a 
                       veterinarian. 

Scheduling: 

1. Work with healthy horses at the beginning of the day. 
2. Schedule potentially exposed or quarantined horses for the final appointment of the 
                        day to minimize the risk of transmission to other clients. 

Biosecurity Best Practices:

1. Hand Hygiene - 
a. Wash hands thoroughly with soap and water for a minimum of 15 seconds between horses and especially when leaving a barn or facility.
b. Use hand sanitizer if soap and water are not immediately available. 

2. Disinfection of Equipment and Tools -
a. All tools (nippers, rasps, hoof knives, etc.) must be cleaned and disinfected between horses and after the last horse of the day. 

3. Aprons and Clothing - 
a. Use a washable farrier apron and clean it with an antibacterial solution.
b. Change shirts, hats, and other clothing between high-risk barns. 
c. Normal laundering with detergent will disinfect clothing. 

4. Footwear -
a. Remove all organic matter (manure, dirt) from boots with a brush
b. Then scrub boots or use a disinfectant foot bath before getting back into your vehicle. 

5. Vehicle -
a. Use wipes or Lysol spray to disinfect surfaces in your vehicle you touch frequently, such as the steering wheel and your cell phone, after leaving a farm. 

6. Work Area Management -
a. Designate a specific work area, away from other horses if possible, at a quarantined facility. 
b. Disinfect cross-ties, mats, and the surrounding work area before and after each horse. 
c. Ensure the horse owner keeps their horse from nuzzling your back or coming into direct contact with your person or equipment. 

7. Disinfectants - 
a. 70% alcohol for tools or accelerated hydrogen peroxide solutions. Follow label recommendations carefully. 
b. Lysol spray and disinfectant wipes are effective.
c. A 1:10 ratio of bleach to water is a common disinfectant for surfaces and tools, but can be harsh and deactivates quickly if organic material is not removed.
d. Don’t forget your forge. A few minutes in the mouth of the forge will help sterilize all the tiny surface areas, such as on a rasp, that can carry pathogens.

By adhering to these rigorous biosecurity protocols, farriers play a critical role in containing the spread of EHV-1 and protecting the entire equine community. 

The Maryland Department of Agriculture State Veterinarian’s Office may be reached any time at 410-841-5810.

Regards, 
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Dr Jennifer Trout, DVM
State Veterinarian
Animal Health Program
Maryland Department of Agriculture
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