IPAC Minutes February 17th  on  Google Meets Platform at 9 AM 
Participants:
Harmony Miller: Maryland Department of Transportation (MDOT), Deputy Director of Department of Environmental Design, 
Jeffrey Thompson: Maryland Department of the Environment (MDE) Non-Tidal Wetlands Div Baltimore office Regional Chief 
Joel Hafner: Fine Earth Landscaping Inc., President
Jennifer Vaccaro: Shore Rivers, Landscape Architect
Lisa Kuder: University of Maryland Extension Agent, Native Plants and Landscapes Specialist
Daniel Root: Maryland Department of Natural Resources Forest Health Coordinator
Kim Rice: Maryland Department of Agriculture (MDA) Plant Protection and Weed Management (PP and WM), Program Manager
Cathy Stragar: MDA, PP and WM Laboratory/Greenhouse/Biocontrol Supervisor
Steve Bell: MDA, PP and WM Nursery Inspector
David Grow: MDA, Invasive Plant Supervisor
David brought the meeting to start at 9 AM.
Minutes 
December meeting minutes were accepted into the record. 
Plant Assessments and Cultivar Exemption Requests.
David brought the committee up to date on the state of the code for the assessment model. He then went over the completed assessment for Hedera and took some questions from the committee. 
David presented the current Cultivar Exemption Requests. Based on the most up to date evidence and sound research he recommended three cultivars of Nandina domestica be exempted, 1.) Firepower, 2.) Lemon-Lime and 3.) AKA (blush pink). There were also Cultivar Exemption Requests for Berberis thunbergii and of those, only one had enough evidence for sterility, UCONNBTB048 (LemonGlow). These recommended exemptions to the prohibited list will go to the Secretary of Agriculture for approval. 
Several Maryland Nurseries and some out of state nurseries were present as non-committee visitors to the meeting, they were given five minutes at the end of the meeting to share.
Upcoming plant species assessments were discussed and a request for reviewers was made. 
The next IPAC meeting is Hybrid on April 28th at 9:30 in Annapolis Maryland at Maryland Department of Agriculture’s headquarters and an online option via Google Meets. 
Meeting was adjourned ~11 AM. 
