IPAC Minutes February 17th  on  Google Meets Platform at 9 AM 
Participants:
Harmony Miller: Maryland Department of Transportation (MDOT), Deputy Director of Department of Environmental Design, 
Jeffrey Thompson: Maryland Department of the Environment (MDE) Non-Tidal Wetlands Div Baltimore office Regional Chief 
Joel Hafner: Fine Earth Landscaping Inc., President
Jennifer Vaccaro: Shore Rivers, Landscape Architect
Lisa Kuder: University of Maryland Extension Agent, Native Plants and Landscapes Specialist
Daniel Root: Maryland Department of Natural Resources Forest Health Coordinator
Kim Rice: Maryland Department of Agriculture (MDA) Plant Protection and Weed Management (PP and WM), Program Manager
Cathy Stragar: MDA, PP and WM Laboratory/Greenhouse/Biocontrol Supervisor
Steve Bell: MDA, PP and WM Nursery Inspector
David Grow: MDA, Invasive Plant Supervisor
David brought the meeting to start at 9 AM.
Minutes 
December meeting minutes were accepted into the record. 
Plant Assessments and Cultivar Exemption Requests.
David brought the committee up to date on the state of the code for the assessment model. He then went over the completed assessment for Hedera and took some questions from the committee. 
David presented the current Cultivar Exemption Requests. Based on the most up to date evidence and sound research he recommended three cultivars of Nandina domestica be exempted, 1.) Firepower, 2.) Lemon-Lime and 3.) AKA (blush pink). There were also Cultivar Exemption Requests for Berberis thunbergii and of those, only one had enough evidence for sterility, UCONNBTB048 (LemonGlow). These recommended exemptions to the prohibited list will go to the Secretary of Agriculture for approval. 
Several Maryland Nurseries and some out of state nurseries were present as non-committee visitors to the meeting, they were given five minutes at the end of the meeting to share.
Upcoming plant species assessments were discussed and a request for reviewers was made. 
The next IPAC meeting is Hybrid on April 28th at 9:30 in Annapolis Maryland at Maryland Department of Agriculture’s headquarters and an online option via Google Meets. 
Meeting was adjourned ~11 AM. 



IPAC Minutes April 28th Hybrid/Annapolis at 9:30 AM 
Participants:
Harmony Miller: Maryland Department of Transportation (MDOT), Deputy Director of Department of Environmental Design, 
Kathy Thornton: Washington College, Natural Lands Project
Joel Hafner: Fine Earth Landscaping Inc., President
Larry Hemming: Eastern Shore Nursery, Owner and past president Maryland Nursery, Landscape and Greenhouse Association (MNLGA). 
Jennifer Vaccaro: Shore Rivers, Landscape Architect
Lisa Kuder: University of Maryland Extension Agent, Native Plants and Landscapes Specialist
Kirsten Hoffman: Maryland Native Plant Society, Treasurer 
Sarah Hilderbrand: Maryland Department of Natural Resources (MDNR), Senior Restoration Specialist Watershed & Climate Services 
Daniel Root: Maryland Department of Natural Resources Forest Health Coordinator
Kim Rice: Maryland Department of Agriculture (MDA) Plant Protection and Weed Management (PP and WM), Program Manager
Cathy Stragar: MDA, PP and WM Laboratory/Greenhouse/Biocontrol Supervisor
Steve Bell: MDA, PP and WM Nursery Inspector
David Grow: MDA, Invasive Plant Supervisor
David brought the meeting to start at 9:33 AM. 
Meeting Guidelines and Web Updates
David reviewed the open meeting rules for committee members and any visitors in attendance. No AI note taking apps would be allowed in the in-person or hybrid meeting rooms and the continuous chat function in Google Meets was disabled for future meetings. 
The URL for the IPAC site hosted on the MDA website has changed. The URL changed because the title page was changed to better reflect the content of the law. MDA will continue to post to the website for minutes and lists but there may be some delays as the state comes into compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act Web Content Accessibility Guidelines. 
Minutes 
February meeting minutes were accepted into the record. 
Plant Assessments for April IPAC Review
The completed assessment for Berberis bealei was reviewed. Leatherleaf Mahonia’s Genus changed from Mahonia to Berberis, and the plant has very similar characteristics to Barberry. It can invade mature forests as it is shade tolerant and has many occurrences in natural areas of Maryland.
 The completed assessment for Miscanthus sinensis (Silver grass) was also reviewed with characteristics such as increased fire intensity potential soil microbiome disruption and prolific wind dispersed seed. Some discussion occurred about the congener M. giganteus which is used in screening poultry houses and grown for biofuel. The current type of M. giganteus in use is sterile. Seed dispersal is not an issue although rhizome creep may occur. But this species would not be included in the prohibited sales list. 
There were also some comments from growers that “Bandwidth” a cultivar of M. sinensis was not sterile even though it’s marketed as such. 
The plants assessed after the plant list was updated in January will be compiled in a letter and provided to the Secretary as recommended additions to the prohibited invasive plant list or watchlist after the June meeting.
Targeted species for the next meeting were Akebia quinata (Chocolate Vine), Hemerocallis fulva (Orange Daylily) and Cenchrus pupurascens (Fountain Grass). 
Reviewers for the species listed above were assigned to IPAC members.
David expressed his ongoing gratitude and appreciation for the work that the committee does and the experience each member brings to the table. The next IPAC meeting is a hybrid meeting on June 23rd at 9:30 AM in Annapolis Maryland at Maryland Department of Agriculture’s headquarters and an online option via Google Meets. 
Meeting was adjourned ~10:45 AM. 

