

Interstate Movement of Cattle from Unaffected States
Updated HPAI Testing Requirements
 
ANNAPOLIS, MD (5/5/26)- The USDA Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) has issued updated guidance related to the April 2024 Federal Order requiring testing of lactating dairy cattle prior to interstate movement.
 Effective immediately, lactating dairy cattle moving interstate from states classified as Unaffected under the National Milk Testing Strategy (NMTS) are no longer required to be tested for highly pathogenic avian influenza (HPAI) H5N1 prior to movement.
Key Points
 
● Testing is no longer required for lactating dairy cattle originating from states with Unaffected State Status under NMTS.
 
● Unaffected status is maintained through ongoing surveillance and testing to confirm the absence of HPAI in dairy herds.
 
● APHIS does not anticipate any impact on domestic or international trade of cattle or beef and dairy products.
 
The Importance of Biosecurity
 
APHIS remains committed to working with state partners to monitor, investigate, and mitigate the spread of HPAI in livestock. This update does not change USDA's overall HPAI response strategy.
Strong biosecurity practices remain essential to reducing the risk of disease introduction and spread between premises. APHIS recommends enhanced biosecurity measures for all dairy operations. Producers should promptly report livestock exhibiting clinical signs of illness, as well as unusual sick or dead wildlife, to the Maryland State Veterinarian.
For additional details, please refer to the updated USDA APHIS guidance document.
What does this mean for Maryland?
 
● Maryland was granted Unaffected State Status (Stage 4) under NMTS in November 2025.
 
● Lactating dairy cattle leaving Maryland do NOT need to be individually tested for HPAI.
 
● Lactating dairy cattle entering Maryland from states with Unaffected State Status (Stage 4) under NMTS do NOT need to be individually tested for HPAI.
 
● A CVI is still required for the interstate movement of lactating dairy cattle.
● CVIs accompanying lactating dairy cattle must include:
○ Individual official identification for all cattle listed.
 
○ Recording each animal’s official ID on the CVI.
 
○ A statement confirming the cattle are free from, and have not been exposed to, any known contagious or infectious disease.

If you have questions about the movement of lactating dairy cattle into or out of Maryland, contact the MDA Animal Health Program at 410-841-5810 or animalhealth.mda@maryland.gov.
