
UPPLIES NEEDED

(2) Shatterproof vials or
containers with tight-
fitting lids
Forceps (for handling
larva(e))
Protective gloves
70% ethanol or isopropyl
alcohol (rubbing alcohol)
Sealable plastic bag (e.g.,
Ziploc or specimen
transport bag)

S
1.Use forceps to remove larva(e) from

wounds.
2.Place larva(e) in a vial filled with 70%

ethanol or isopropyl alcohol.
3.Ensure larva(e) are completely submerged

and seal the vial or container tightly.
4.If adult flies are present, place them in a

separate dry vial (no alcohol) and seal
tightly.

5.Place all vials into a sealed plastic bag to
prevent spillage.

6.Keep paperwork in a separate sealed bag,
away from the samples.

 Collecting Screwworm Safely
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If screwworms are suspected: Contact the Maryland State Veterinarian immediately 
Office: (410) 841-5810 

After Hours: (410) 841-5971
Frederick Animal Health Laboratory: (301) 600-1548 

AnimalHealth.mda@maryland.gov
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1.Contact the MDA Frederick
Animal Health Laboratory
before delivering samples.

2.Complete the Parasite
Submission Form v 5-38

3.Drop off samples promptly to
ensure proper analysis.

Secure, Seal,
 Send off to the Lab! 
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