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WEST NILE VIRUS

West Nile virus (WNV) is a viral infectious disease of equids spread
by mosquitos, but humans can also be infected. Wild birds are the
natural hosts for WNV, while horses and humans are dead end
hosts, meaning they cannot spread the virus themselves. WNV is

characterized by neurologic disease and can be fatal. # 4
)
CLINICAL SIGNS
. e Fever e Muscle twitching
UlreR e e Incoordination e Seizures
e Stumbling e Drooping lips

e Falling e Abnormal sensitivity to
Weakness touch or sound

TREATMEN“T'ANDMPREVENTION + Good mosquito control is

necessary for keeping WNV away

e There is no specific treatment for from your horses
West Nile Virus, but supportive care o Remove standing water
can be provided o Clean water containers
e AAEP recommends vaccinating horses o Use insect repellents
annually for WNV o Bring horses inside at dawn
and dusk
ACTIONS TO TAKE S sc bl

e Consult your local veterinarian about preventing
West Nile Virus in your herd or if you suspect your
animals may be infected

e Veterinarians must report WNV to the State
Veterinarian within 48 hours of first knowledge of
the disease

Contact Us:

State Veterinarian: Dr. Jennifer Trout Maryland Department of Agriculture
Office Phone: 410-841-5810 50 Harry S. Truman Parkway
After hours Phone: 410-841-5971 Annapolis MD 21401
Email: animalhealth.mda@maryland.gov mda.maryland.gov

References: https://ceh.vetmed.ucdavis.edu/health-topics/west-nile-virus

https://www.merckmanuals.com/professional/infectious-diseases/arboviruses-arenaviridae-and-filoviridae/west-nile-virus#Symptoms-and-Signs_v47621783
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