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Why? The Need and Opportunity
● A need for updated and representative 

data on agricultural jobs and 
training/education

● Data can be used to:
○ Identify both opportunities and gaps 

in the workforce
○ Align education and training curricula 

and policies 
○ Forecast and promote the diversity of 

opportunities in agriculture





“The purpose of the Maryland Longitudinal Data System (MLDS) is to generate timely and 
accurate information about student performance that can be used to improve the State’s 
education system and guide decision makers at all levels. To accomplish this task, the 
MLDS collects and organizes individual-level student and workforce data from all levels of 
education and the State’s workforce.” (MLDS, n.d.)



MLDS 
Research 
Agenda (2023)



Our Purpose and Objectives
Our overall purpose is to better align agriculture-focused training and 
education with professional opportunities and gaps related to the 
Maryland agri-food system. Specific objectives are to:

● Identify current gaps in reporting/tracking of agricultural careers 
● Identify current gaps in reporting/tracking of agricultural education and 

training 
● Obtain data in order to effectively forecast professional tracks in 

agriculture
● Refine educational and training programming based on improved 

agricultural tracking and forecasting



Methods and Timeline Overview
● Proposal development and initial stakeholder 

engagement
● Identification of current k-career coding for agriculture:

○ CIP for education 
○ NAICS

● Survey stakeholders to determine gaps: where is MLDS 
missing jobs and training?

● Return to MLDS to refine their coding
● Develop strategies with MDA, UMD, stakeholders to 

invest in agricultural education and training based on the 
updated data



Ways YOU Can Help
● Feedback on plans shared today
● Identify agricultural jobs, training, and educational tracks
● Promote survey to stakeholders early spring 2025
● Work together to use improved data towards curriculum 

and policy decision-making
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