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Foreign Market Organic Equivalence Arrangement Verification Request
The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) has established trade arrangements for organic products with foreign governments known as organic equivalence arrangements. USDA currently has organic equivalence with the following governments: Canada, European Union, Japan, Republic of Korea, Switzerland, Taiwan, and the United Kingdom. 

Instructions: Complete this form if you plan to export certified organic products produced on your farm to any of the locations listed above or if you sell certified organic products to any buyer who requires foreign market equivalence verification listed on your organic certificate. For additional information on USDA equivalence arrangements, including labeling requirements, go to www.ams.usda.gov/services/organic-certification/international-trade.

	Section 1: Operation Information

	1. Operation Name:      

	2. Operation Representative:      

	3. Date:      

	Section 2: Product Information

	1. Which foreign markets do you plan to export to, either directly or indirectly (e.g., domestic buyer requires export verification)?

	|_|Canada
|_|European Union
|_|Japan
|_|Republic of Korea
	|_|Switzerland
|_|Taiwan
|_|United Kingdom

	2. Please list all products that you plan to export:      

	Section 3: Export Market Eligibility 

	Answer the applicable questions for each foreign market that you plan to export to, either directly or indirectly (e.g., domestic buyer requires export verification). 

	A. Canada

	The following products are not covered by the equivalence arrangement but may be sold as NOP certified in Canada (reference to COR is prohibited): pet food, personal care products, and natural health products. 

	1. Do you use sodium nitrate (a.k.a. Chilean nitrate) on your crops?
|_|No, I do not use sodium nitrate on any of my crops.
|_|Yes, I use sodium nitrate on all of my crops. Prohibited for export to Canada.
|_|I use sodium nitrate on some crops but not others. Describe:      

	2. Do you use hydroponic or aeroponic production methods to produce crops?
|_|No, hydroponic/aeroponic methods are not used. 
|_|Yes, hydroponic/aeroponic methods are used. Prohibited for export to Canada. 
|_|I use hydroponic/aeroponic methods on some crop but not others. Describe:      




	Answer the following if you are certified by MDA for On-Farm Processing/Handling:
3. If you plan to export processed products, do you have documentation that all purchased agricultural ingredients (not produced on your farm) were produced without the use of sodium nitrate and hydroponic/aeroponic methods?
|_|N/A, I do not plan to export any processed products. 
|_|N/A, all agricultural ingredients in processed products exported to Canada are produced on my farm.
|_|Yes, I have attached a valid organic certificate (and associated certificate addendum, if applicable) indicating that the purchased crops are certified in accordance with the terms of the U.S.-Canada Organic Equivalency Arrangement.
|_|No, I do not have this documentation. Processed product prohibited for export to Canada. 

	Answer the following if you are certified by MDA for Livestock Production
4. Do all organic non-ruminant livestock meet the livestock stocking rates set forth in the Canadian organic regulations?
|_|N/A, I do not plan to export non-ruminant livestock products.
|_|Yes, all non-ruminant livestock meet the stocking rates set forth in the Canadian organic regulations. 
|_|No, non-ruminant livestock do not meet the stocking rates set forth in the Canadian organic regulations. Prohibited for export to Canada. 
|_|Some non-ruminant livestock meet the Canadian stocking rates, other do not. Describe:      

	B. European Union, United Kingdom and Switzerland

	Cosmetics are not covered by these equivalence arrangements. 
Wine must meet organic winemaking requirements of the destination market. Contact MDA for details on requirements if you plan to export wine to any of these markets. 

	1. Does all production or final processing occur in the United States?
|_|Yes, I plan to export only products produced or processed/packaged in the U.S. 
|_|No, I plan to export products produced or processed/packaged outside the U.S. Prohibited for export to the EU, UK, and Switzerland. 

	C. Japan

	The following products are not covered by the equivalence arrangement but may be sold as NOP certified in Japan (reference to JAS is prohibited): alcohol, non-food processed products, and honey (products containing honey, up to 5%, may be exported under the arrangement). 

	1. Does all production or final processing occur in the United States?
|_|Yes, I plan to export only products produced or processed/packaged in the U.S. 
|_|No, I plan to export products produced or processed/packaged outside the U.S. Prohibited for export to the Japan.

	D. Taiwan

	Pure honey is excluded from the equivalence arrangement. Processed products containing honey may be exported under the arrangement. 

	1. Does all production or final processing occur in the United States?
|_|Yes, I plan to export only products produced or processed/packaged in the U.S. 
|_|No, I plan to export products produced or processed/packaged outside the U.S. Prohibited for export to the Taiwan.

	E. Republic of Korea (South Korea)

	Raw/unprocessed food and non-food products are not covered by the equivalence arrangement. 

	1. Are the products planned for export considered “processed foods” as defined by Korean Food Code (i.e. transforming raw commodity so that the original form cannot be recognized)?
|_|Yes, I plan to export processed food as defined by Korean Food Code. 
|_|No, all of the products I plan to export are raw, unprocessed, or non-food products. Prohibited for export to Korea.
|_|Some products I plan to export are raw, unprocessed, or non-food products. Describe:      




	2. Does final processing occur in the United States?
|_|Yes, all final processing occurs in the U.S. 
|_|No, processing occurs outside the U.S. Prohibited for export to Korea. 
|_|N/A, all of the products I plan to export are raw, unprocessed, or non-food products. Prohibited for export to Korea.

	
Section 4: Labeling

	All product labels for exported product must meet labeling requirements of the importing country. For details on the requirements for each country, visit www.ams.usda.gov/services/organic-certification/international-trade. 

Shipping containers of domestically produced product intended for export to international markets may be labeled in accordance with any shipping container labeling requirements of the foreign country of destination or the container labeling requirements of a foreign contract buyer, provided, that, the shipping containers and shipping documents accompanying the products are clearly marked “For Export Only.”

All labels must be submitted to MDA for review prior to export. 

	1. Do you use retail labels for exported product(s)?
|_|Yes, retail labels for exported product(s) are included with this form. 
|_|Yes, retail labels for exported product(s) are the same as those previously approved by MDA for domestic use. 
|_|Yes, but the importer labels the product(s) and verifies that labels meet the requirement of the destination market.
|_|No, I do not use retail labels for exported product(s). 
|_|N/A, I do not directly export (e.g., domestic buyer requires export verification). 

	2. Do your wholesale/bulk export labels meet NOP nonretail container labeling requirements (NOP §205.307)?
|_|Yes, wholesale/bulk export labels meet NOP nonretail container labeling requirements and samples are included with this form. 
|_|Yes, wholesale/bulk export labels meet NOP nonretail container labeling requirements and samples are already part of my approved organic system plan. 
|_|No, wholesale/bulk containers (e.g., shipping containers) and shipping documents accompanying organic product(s) are clearly marked “For Export Only” and evidence of this will be available at inspection. 
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