MARYLAND AGRICULTURAL LAND PRESERVATION FOUNDATION
OPEN MEETING MINUTES
March 25, 2025
This meeting was held via internet and telephone conference call.

Trustees Participating:

Cricket Goadall, Vice Chair

Michael Calkins, representing Secretary Kevin Atticks, Maryland Department
of Agriculture

Deborah Herr Cornwell, representing Secretary Rebecca Flora, Maryland
Department of Planning

Gary Dell

Jenell McHenry

Joseph Wood

Trustees Absent:
J. Bruce Yerkes
Tanya Spandhla
Sean Hough
William Buckel
Ben Speigel, representing Comptroller Brooke E. Lierman

Others Participating:
Michelle Cable, MALPF Executive Director
Chana Turner, MALPF Lead Administrator
Rama Dilip, MALPF Administrator
Beth Beales, MALPF Administrator
Erin Lueders, MALPF Administrator
Kim Hoxter, MALPF Monitoring, Enforcement and Database Coordinator
Amanda Massoni, MALPF Fiscal Specialist
Patrick Martyn, Assistant Attorney General, Department of General Services
Renee Dyson, Assistant Attorney General, Department of General Services
Mike Steadman, Jr., Assistant Attorney General, Maryland Department of Agriculture
Megan Benjamin, Baltimore County Program Administrator
Billy Gorski, Anne Arundel County Staff
Cal Carpenter, Charles County Staff
Chelsea Smith, Patuxent River Mitigation Bank
Kendall Hogan, Patuxent River Mitigation Bank
Althea Dulin, Eastern Shore Landowner
Chris Boggs, Washington County Proegram Administrator
Julie Enger, DGS Appraiser
Elisa Deflaux, Talbot County Program Administrator
Jeanine Nutter, Prince George's County Program Administrator
Jeffrey Fretwell, MDA Director of Budget and Capital Grants
Jen Wilson, Harford County Program Administrator
Kaitlin Lee, Harford County Staff
Joe Pippin, Queen Anne’s County Staff
Joy Levy, Howard County Program Administrator
Leslie Lynn, Harford County Landowner
Michael German, Patuxent River Mitigation Bank
Michael Stringer, Anne Arundel County Program Administrator
Mike Weyand, Montgomery County Program Administrator
Roy Cool, Allegany County Program Administrator
Summer Roen, Calvert County Staff
J.P. Smith,Jr., Carroll County Program Administrator
Jeff Olin, Patuxent River Mitigation Bank
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Ms. Goodall, Vice Chair, called the meeting to order at 9:03 a.m. via internet and telephone conference
call. Ms. Cable stated the names of the participants on the conference call, for the record, and asked
anyone that was not named to identify themselves.

.

APPROVAL. OF MINUTES

A.  Approval of Open Minutes from January 28, 2025

Motion #1: To approve minutes from January 28, 2025.
Motion: Calkins Second: Dell
Status: Approved

B. Approval of Open Minutes from February 25, 2025.

Motion #2: Teo approve minutes from February 25, 2025.
Motion: Dell Second: Calkins
Status: Approved

ADDITION / DELETION OF AGENDA ITEMS
N/A
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Ms. Cable reminded the Board that the Maryland legisiature is in session for the next few weeks
and thanked everyone that reached out by mail, email, phone calls, written testimony, in person
testimony, and any in person conversations to express the importance of funding MALPF, and all
of Maryland's land conservation programs. Every outreach effort truly helps.

Ms. Cable went over the current status of the FY26 budget and what the House has approved
through the BFRA process. The good news is that MALPF, and the other state land conservation
programs, continue to be funded, but there will be significant reductions. Over each of the next 4
years, a total of $25M will be reduced from MALPF, Rural Legacy, and POS State Side
(proportional among the three programs), for a fotal of $100M to go to the General Fund to help
balance the budget. This results in $6.6M of State funds allotted for MALPF for FY28, with the
subsequent years estimated o grow, up to $31M by FY29. The future amounts are just
estimates, we'll find out what the actual numbers for the out years will be during next year's
legislative session, and will decide whether the FY27 and FY28 budget cycles will be merged into
a single application cycle.

Ms. Cable reminded the Counties that they needed to submit their request to participate in the
matching funds program by April 18!, with the actual commitment amount by May 15t

Ms. Cable reminded the Board that their ethics and financial disclosure period is open and must
be completed online by April.

Ms. Cable asked the county staff that were on the call whether anyone had any announcements
to make; there were none.

Ms. Cable asked all participants to keep themselves muted, and when unmuted, to clearly state
their names before asking a question, or making a motion, etc. She reminded the Board members
that when motions were made, Board members only needed to state their names if they were
voting in opposition to the motion, rather than saying “aye” to vote in favor of a motion.
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. EASEMENT AMENDMENTS
A. FREDERICK COUNTY
1. 10-96-05 Coblentz ~112.697 acres

Request:
Request approval to relocate previously approved child’s lot of up to 2.0 acres for Charles
H. Coblentz, Jr.

Recommendation:
Staff recommends approval.

Ms. Lueders introduced the item and was available to answer any guestions from the

Board.
Motion #3: To relocate previously approved child's lot of up to 2.0 acres for
Charles H. Coblentz, Jr., as presented.
Motion: Herr-Cornwell Second: Dell
Status: Approved
B. CARROLL COUNTY
1. 06-90-21A Tracey, Michael ~90.617 acres
Request:

Request approval to exclude up to 2 acres for a child’s iot for Zachary (Zach) Tracey.

Recommendation:
Staff recommends approval with the condition that the previously approved child’s Iot for
Benjamin David Tracey is created and buiit first.

Ms. Dilip introduced the item. Mr. Smith was available to address the Board.

Motion #4; To approve the request to approve up to 2.0 acres for a child's lot
for Zachary Tracey, under the condition that the previously
approved child's lot {Benjamin David Tracey) is created and built
first, as presenied.

Motion: Herr-Cornwell Second: Pell
Status; Approved

C. HARFORD COUNTY
1. 12-80-01ce Subi#i Lynn, Leslie & Jeff ~101.00 acres

Reguest:
Request approval for special occasion events area

Recommendation:
Staff recommends approval pursuant to Section 2-513(d), Agriculture Article, Annotated
Code of Maryland (special events statute) conditioned upon:

1. Lynns provide an update on the Forest Mitigation project (Board approved

2010).

;he Lynns complete the steps required by Harford County to proceed with this
equest.

Thg landowner providing a survey as provided below,

A baseline on-site inspection of the events area report completed o MALPF's

satisfaction prior to the first scheduied event,

Entering into an unrecorded agreement with the Foundation o memorialize

the location of the special occasion events area, specifying the means of

access to the special events area and acknowledging that the special events

area will be extinguished upon a transfer of the property.

8. The landowners sighing a letter acknowledging conditions of approval as
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provided herein, and of any other conditions of approval as determined by the
Foundation’s Board. Staff recommends approval.

Ms. Dilip introduced the item. Ms. Wilson, Ms. Lee, and Mrs. Lynn were available to
address the Board.

Motion #5: To approve the request for special occasion events area,
incorporating staff recommendations, as presented.
Motion: Herr-Cornwell Second: Dell
Status: Approved
CAROLINE COUNTY
1. 056-20-04 Gibbons-Neff, Henry and Kimberly ~55.02 acres
Request:

Request approval for a partial release in lieu of condemnation of ~.007 acres for purposes
of a road improvement project by the Board of County Commissioners of Caroline County
(BOCC)/Caroline County Department of Public Works (DPW) {(sometimes collectively
referred to as BOCC DPW), and a temporary construction overlay easement over .006
acres.

Recommendation:.

Staff recommends approval in accordance with Agriculture Article Section 2-515, Md.
Annotated Statutes {Section 2-515) and COMAR 15.15.16.02(B)(7), and subject to the
following conditions:

1. Approval of the partial release by the Board of Public Works;

2. Receipt of (A) a metes and bounds description of the land to be released that
is dated, sighed, and sealed by a land surveyor or engineer licensed to do
business in the State of Maryland and (B) satisfactory description {(whether by
metes and bounds or survey drawing} of the land to be subject to the
temporary construction easement; and

3. Receipt of determined reimbursement amount to MALPF to be calculated
pursuant to Section 2-215.

Ms. Turner introduced the item and was available for questions from the Board.
Motion #6: To approve the request for a partial release of ~0.007 acres and
a temporary construction overlay easement of 0.066 acres for a
road improvement project by the BOCC/DPW, incorporating staff
recommendations, as presented.

Motion: Dell Second: Herr-Cornwell
Status: Approved

WASHINGTON COUNTY
1. 21-01-02 Hunter, Samue! ~B8.62 acres

Request:
Request to exclude up to 2 acres for an unrestricted lot.

Recommendation:
Staff recommend approval pursuant to MD. Code, Agriculture Article, Section 2-513(b)(3)
and (7).

Ms. Beales introduced the item. Mr. Boggs was available to address the Board,

Motion #7: To approve the request to exciude up to 2 acres for an unrestricted
iot, incorporating staff recommendations, as presented.

Motion: Herr-Cornwell Second: Calkins

Status: Approved
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HOWARD COUNTY
1. 13-79-03 A&B Idiots Delight, Inc. and Corp. No. I| ~195.55 acres

Request:
Request approval of the sale of mitigation credits outside of a Priority Funding Area
(PFA) for a residential development project in Prince George's County.

Recommendation:

Staff recommends the Board's consideration of the sale of credits outside the PFA in

context to the Water Resource Overlay Policy, given the size and features of the property

E?Aposed to be developed as well as the property's location immediately between two
s.

Ms. Cable introduced the item. Ms. Levy and Ms. Nutter were available to address the
Board. Ms. Smith and Mr. German provided additional details about the proposed
development project and the use of the credits from the mitigation bank on the MALPF
property in Howard County.

Significant discussion ensued, which provided the Board with information regarding the
PFA designation process in general, the history of the MALPF policy, and the restrictions
on the use of credits outside of PFAs. As discussed, when the Board amended the policy
to allow for the possibility, on a case by case basis, for credits to be used outside a PFA,
the infent was always to allow for possible future needs on agricultural properties, or smalf
scale improvements or developments that are just outside the PFA.

MALPF noted that out of the ~300 acre development project, only 0.2 acres of wetland
credits were needed. MALPF asked why this area wasn't simply removed from the project
if these were the only credits needed. The applicant didn't have an answer, as the decision
was made before his involvement with the project. Mr. German stated that the majority of
the site has already been developed, as it was a phased project. The need for these credits
will enable the final phase to proceed.

Ms. Cable asked Mr. German what options would be available to finish the development
project, if MALPF did not approve the request. The applicant advised that he would have
three options to proceed: 1. to determine if any other bank in the watershed to huy the
credits; 2. revise the project to include on-site mitigation (a less preferred option per MD
Department of Environment guidance); or 3. to revise development plan to avoid the
impacted wetland area.

Motion #8: To deny the request of the sale of mitigation credits outside of a
Priority Funding Area (PFA) for a residential development project
in Prince George's County, as presented.

Motion: Herr-Cornwell Second: Dell
Status: Request Denied

NEW AGRICULTURAL PRESERVATION EASEMENT PETITIONS:

PROGRAM POLICY

INFORMATION AND DISCUSSION
A. Legislative Update
Ms. Cable provided updates on the bills that may impact the MALPF program.

CLOSED SESSION

Ms. Goodall asked for a motion for adjournment of the meeling to move into a closed session,
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pursuant to the applicable provisions of General Provisions Article Section 3-305 (b): (3) to consider
the acquisition of real property for a public purpose and matters directly related to the acquisition;
(7) to consult with counsel to obtain legal advice; and (8) to consult with staff, consultants, or other
individuals about pending or potential litigation.

Motion #9: To adjourn the regular session at 10:26 a.m. to move into a closed
session to consider the acquisition of real property for a public
purpose and matters directly related to the acquisition; to consult
with counsel to obtain legal advice; and to consult with staff,
consultants, or other individuals about pending or potential

litigation.
Motion: Dell Second: Calkins
Status: Approved

The Closed Meeting of the Board was held from 10:31 a.m. to 10:44 a.m. on March 25, 2025 via
internet and telephone conference call, pursuant to the provisions of the General Provisions Article
Section 3-305 (b): Annotated Code of Maryland:

General Provisions Article Section 3-305(b):

(3) to consider the acquisition of real property for a public purpose and matters directly
related to the acquisition;

(7) to consult with counsel to obtain legal advice; and

(8) to consult with staff, consultants, or other individuals about pending or potential
litigation.

During the Closed Meeting, the following Board members were present: Cricket Goodall, Vice
Chair, Deborah Herr Cornwell, representing Secretary Rebecca Flora, Maryland Department of
Planning, Michael Calkins, representing Secretary Kevin Atticks, Maryland Department of
Agriculture, Gary Dell, Jenell McHenry, and Joe Wood,

The following Board members were absent: J. Bruce Yerkes, Tanya Spandhla, Sean Hough,
William Buckel, Ben Speigel, representing Comptroller Brooke E. Lierman

The following MALPF staff and legal representatives were also present during the closed session
meeting: Michelle Cable, Chana Turner, Rama Dilip, Beth Beales, Erin Lueders, Kim Hoxter,
Amanda Massoni, Michael Steadman, Jr., Assistant Attorney General, Maryland Department of
Agriculture, Patrick Martyn, Assistant Attorney General, Maryland Department of General Services,
Renee Dyson, Assistant Attorney General, Maryland Department of General Services.

TOPICS DISCUSSED:

A. Approval of January 28, 2025 and February 25, 2025 Closed Session Minutes
B. Status Report of Pending Legal Issues
C. FY 2024 Option Contract amendment.

Respectfully Submitted:

Med e G2

Michelle Cable, MALPF Executive Director




