
Maryland Farmers Markets Operations During 
COVID-19 State of Emergency 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

As a farmers market vendo1r ... 

If I am a vendor at a farmers market, what do I need to do to protect myself, my 
employees, and the public from COVID-19? 

All Marylanders are advised to take precautions to slow the spread of COVID-19. Any place 
where people congregate is a possible opportunity for COVID-19 to spread. It is absolutely 
essential that farmers and farmers markets do what they can to reduce the risk of transmission. 
Vendors are advised to: 

• Keep customers from grouping too close to one another and to staff.
• Provide signage that urges customers to keep a 6-foot distance away from others, and

discouraging groups of 10 or more from assembling together in one area.
• Space the checkout stations 6 feet or more apart. If space is limited, limit checkout to

one person at a time.
• Keep your staff 6 feet apart from one another.
• Do not let anyone work who is sick or is experiencing fever, body aches, nausea, cough,

sore throat, or shortness of breath or may have been exposed to individuals with these
symptoms.

• If a worker or manager becomes sick during the work day, have them isolate themselves
from staff and customers immediately.
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UPDATE (June 24, 2020): All patrons, vendors and staff are 
required to wear face coverings at indoor markets. The use of 
face coverings is also encouraged for outdoors markets, 
especially in areas where it is not possible to maintain six feet 
of distance from others. 

Please read the Governor's Executive Order on face coverings 
and physical distancing for more guidance: bit.ly/2AWHXYg

https://coronavirus.maryland.gov/
https://governor.maryland.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Masks-and-Physical-Distancing-4.15.20.pdf


https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/diy-cloth-face-coverings.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/guidance-business-response.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fspecific-groups%2Fguidance-business-response.html
https://govstatus.egov.com/md-coronavirus-business
https://coronavirus.maryland.gov/pages/business-resources
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prepare/cleaning-disinfection.html#disinfect
https://coronavirus.maryland.gov


https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/diy-cloth-face-coverings.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/guidance-business-response.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fspecific-groups%2Fguidance-business-response.html
https://govstatus.egov.com/md-coronavirus-business
http://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prepare/cleaning-disinfection.html#disinfect
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/guidance-business-response.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fspecific-groups%2Fguidance-business-response.html
mailto:produce.safety@maryland.gov
https://mda.maryland.gov/Pages/default.aspx
https://coronavirus.maryland.gov


https://phpa.health.maryland.gov/OEHFP/OFPCHS/SiteAssets/Pages/plan-review/MDA%20MDH%20-%20Processing%20and%20Selling%20Value%20Added%20Food%20Products%20in%20Maryland_11-2019.pdf
mailto:mdh.envhealth@maryland.gov
mailto:deanna.baldwin@maryland.gov
https://phpa.health.maryland.gov/OEHFP/OFPCHS/Pages/CottageFoods.aspx
https://coronavirus.maryland.gov


https://governor.maryland.gov/covid-19-pandemic-orders-and-guidance/
https://govstatus.egov.com/md-coronavirus-business
https://govstatus.egov.com/md-coronavirus-business
https://coronavirus.maryland.gov/pages/lhd-resources
http://phpa.health.maryland.gov/OEHFP/OFPCHS/Pages/LHD-Food-Contact.aspx
https://governor.maryland.gov/covid-19-pandemic-orders-and-guidance/
https://govstatus.egov.com/md-coronavirus-business
https://phpa.health.maryland.gov/OEHFP/OFPCHS/Pages/CottageFoods.aspx
https://phpa.health.maryland.gov/OEHFP/OFPCHS/SiteAssets/Pages/plan-review/MDA%20MDH%20-%20Processing%20and%20Selling%20Value%20Added%20Food%20Products%20in%20Maryland_11-2019.pdf
https://coronavirus.maryland.gov/pages/lhd-resources
http://phpa.health.maryland.gov/OEHFP/OFPCHS/Pages/LHD-Food-Contact.aspx
http://phpa.health.maryland.gov/OEHFP/OFPCHS/Pages/LHD-Food-Contact.aspx
https://coronavirus.maryland.gov


https://coronavirus.maryland.gov/#Resources
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/guidance-business-response.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fspecific-groups%2Fguidance-business-response.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/diy-cloth-face-coverings.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/guidance-business-response.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fspecific-groups%2Fguidance-business-response.html
https://mda.maryland.gov/maryland_products/Documents/2020-Maryland-Farmers-Market-Directory.pdf
https://mda.maryland.gov/maryland_products/Documents/2020-Maryland-Farmers-Market-Directory.pdf
https://mda.maryland.gov/maryland_products/Documents/2020-Maryland-Farmers-Market-Directory.pdf
https://coronavirus.maryland.gov
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