STATE OF MARYLAND
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
BEFORE THE STATE BOARD OF YETERINARY MEDICAL EXAMINFRS

INTHE MATTER OF: ' *

TARRON Q, HERRING, DV .M. * DOCKET NO. 12-08

LICENSE NO. 6093 *

¥ % ® * * ® % E: # * * #* *
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This Consent Agreement and Order (Consent Agreement), dated ihis ¥/ day of

//“/ (1/;//1_, 2012, is berween the Maryiand State Board of Veteninary Medical Examiners

(Rouard) and Tarron Q. Herring, D.V. M. (Dr. Herring), License No. 6093, This Consent Agreement
;S & o <

resolves the charges filed by the Board on February 21, 2012 in Docket No. 12-08, alleging that Dr.
Herrimg violated COMAR 135.14.01.10 pertaming to record keeping, and COMAR 15.14.01 .07 pertaming

to professional judgment and practice, on or abour May 11, 16, 2011, and June 3, 2011, by fading to
maintain adequate records and failing to provide the minimal sfaqda} ds of care of a twelve-year-old male
Belgian Sheepdog, “Max,” who was presentﬁd by Aysha Longshore for a wellness visit on May 11, 2011,
and for lethargy, loss of batance, low energy, and low appetite, miild urinary mcontinence, and sweiling

of the stomach on May 16,2011, Upon receiving the charges from the Board on or about February 2

2012, Dr. Herring inmediately requested to resolve the charges informally. Thereafter, the parties
entered into discussions and were able to reach a resolution. By entering into this Consent Agreement,
Dr. Herring waives the right to a hearing and appeal on the charges in Docket No. 12-08. In 2008, Dr.
Herring paid a civil penalty for a licensing registration vroiatzon from the Beard.

Under State law,. the Board is the licensing authority responsible for reguiating the practice of
veterinary medicine in this State, which includes filing disciplinary actions against veterinarians charged

with viclating provisions of the Veferinay Practice Act. Agriculture Article §§ 2-301 ef seq., Annotated

Code of Marvland and related regulations. As part of its authority, the Board “may refuse, suspend, or




revoke any application or heense, and censure or place on probation any heensee . i the veterinarian | .

- iflwals 1o comply with Board riles and regulations after recerving a license.” Md, Code Ann.,

§ 2-310(8}. In addution, the Board may impose a civil penalty of nof more than $5.000 for a fust offense

2

S$10.000 tor a second or subseguent offense in lien of or in addition to suspending a veterinatian’s

license. Md. Code Ann, Agric. Art, § 2-310.1. In setting the amount of a civil penalty, the Board shall

% &

¢ violator, and any history of prior vislations as

consider the seventy of the violation, the good faith of the
well as the Board’s regulatory civil penalty standards. Md. Code Aunn., State Gov't Art. § 10-1001(bY;
COMAR 151417 Civil Penalty Staudards for Veterinarians,

FINDINGS OF FACT AND CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

Dr. Herring, by entering into and signing this Consent Agreement, while generally and

© denying liability in this case. agrees to the provisions of this Consemt Agreement.

C?

specifica

k«‘

acknowledging that the Board has sufficient evidence 1o find. as fact. and conclude as a matter of law
that he did viclate certain regulations adopied under the Veterinary Practice Act; specifically, COMAR
15.14.01.10 pertanung to record keeping, and COMAR 13.14.01.07 pertaining to professional judgment
and practice. On or about May 11, 2011, Dr. Herring failed to note in the medical records any
discussion. if any, with Ms. Longshore about the complete blood count he had done. and on June
2011, to properly label radiographs for “Max,” with Dy, Herring’s name and the name of the hospital, the
patient’s name, and the date the image was taken. Additionally. on or about May 16, 2011, Dr. Herring
failed to provide the minimaf standards of care expected of a veterinarian in this State when he failed to
recognize that a very Jow red blood count and very low hematocrit (HCT) done five davs ecarlier. 1o
conjunction with the patient’s symptoms, are signs that arc consistent with possible internal bleeding and
distress, and on fune 3, 2011, to correlate the low HCT from May 11, 2011, the presentations on ot about
May 16 and June 3. 2011, and the radiograph taken on or about June 3, 2011, which showed loss of
abdominal detail consistent with intemnal bleeding; thus, Dr. Herning failed to recognize indications of

internal bleeding and failed to pursue additional diagnostics. such as a repeat CBC/HCT or radiographs

or both

IR



Taking all the facts and circumstances into consideration, including the severity of the violation,
Dr. Herring’s minor disciplinary history, and Dr. Herring’s good faith effort to resolve this matter
promptly, the Board concluded that the most reasonable and appropriate resolution in these matters
included the following sanctions.
ORDER
Based on the foregoing Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law, it is this l ?) day of

/L{A’ZC 4 , 2012, by the Maryland State Board of Veterinary Medical Examiners, ORDERED that:

a. For the violations of COMAR 15.14.01.10 Record Keeping and COMAR 15.14.01.07

-~~~ “Professional Judgment and-Practice, Dr.-Herring is—assessed-a civil-penalty in-the total -
amount of $1,600 ($300 for each of two record-keeping violations and $500 for each of two
substandard care violations); payment of $1,600 shall be made to the Maryland State Board
of Veterinary Medical Examiners (“SBVME?) in eight monthly payments of $200 per month
to begin within 30 days of the date of the Order. The Board acknowledges receipt of the first
payment of $200.

b. Dr. Herring’s License No. 6093 shall be suspended for one week (the suspension is stayed).

" The one-week stay of suspension of the license is contiﬁgent upon compliance with the
conditions of probation.

c. Dr. Herring shall serve a period of probation of one year. While on probation, the
veterinarian shall obey all laws and regulations governing the practice of veterinary medicine
in this State and the conditions of this Consent Agreement. Violation of probation means that
the veterinarian is charged and the Board ultimately concludes that the veterinarian violated
the Veterinary Practice Act, related regulations, or the terms of this Consent Agreement
during the period of probation. Violation of probation will result in the stay being lifted, and
the Board ordering the veterinarian to comply with the sanction; in this case, suspension of

the license for up to one week.




d. As a condition of probation, Dr. Herring shall complete twelve credit hours of continuing
education (CE) in internal medicine, as pre-approved by the Board. The veterinarian shall
forward to the Board documentation from the CE provider showing proof of completion of
the CE credits required under this Order. Proof from the CE provider shall include Dr.
Herring’s name, the number kof hours of CE completed, the topics covered, and the dates the
CE were given. Completion of this CE will not be counted towards the 18 credit hours of CE

required annually for re-registration of the veterinary license.
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John L. Heizer, D.V.M.
Vicé President
Staté Board of Veterinary Medical Examiners




CONSENT
/

Y 2 a f?";nq acknowledge that | bave had

Ay

an opportunity to consult with legal

P

counsel before entcn‘ﬁg into anr} signing this document. By this Consent, | heveby acknowledge the {egal

authority and the jurisdiction of the Beard over this marter and fo issue and enforce this Consent

el

Lonsent

Agreement. In order to resolve this matier, 1 agree to accept and submit to the foregoing

Agreement, consisting of five pages, including this page. 1 sign this Consent without reservation as my

voluntary act after having had an opportunity to consult with counsel, and | acknowledge that 1 fully

understand the language, meaning. and terms of this Consent Agreement,

NOTARY

STATE OF 1’1’\@'?/ / On ck

CITY/COUNTY OF }'}ﬂ we ./Qr,x:»,qci@{

[ HEREBY CERTIFY that on this day of I'V\cv‘\g,L\ A . 2012, before e, a Notary Public of the

— \
State and Citv/Countv aforesaid. personally appeared Taren H‘Qf\(\\ AC, DIVALL and

made oath in due form of law that the foregoing Consent Agreement and Order was hlb voluntary act and
deed.

AS WITNESS my hand and notarial seal.
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Notary Dublm ;
My Commission ex'nres e e, WY

PAMELA J. FETSKO
Notary Public
Anne Arundel Co., MD
/ My Commission Expiresl2 -1
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