
Maryland Department of Agriculture
Plant Protection & Weed Management

50 Harry S. Truman Parkway 
Annapolis, MD 21401

Report your sightings at our website and if you have 
any questions/concerns you can contact us at 

btm.inbox@maryland.gov or by phone at 
410-841-5920.

Suspect Box Tree Moth ? 

Inspect your boxwoods to help prevent the spread of BTM. 
Manual removal is an easy method of control. You can also 

prune infested branches or cut it down to the base if it is 
heavily infested.

BOXWOOD DAMAGE
Heavy DefoliationSkeletonized Leaves

Chewed leaves along with webbing 
and green-black frass

Larvae can eat the bark after leaves 
are depleted, which can lead to girdling

Adult

Rare Brown Form

Egg Mass

Silk Cocoon Full-grown Larvae

Young Larvae

BOX 
TREE MOTH
An invasive moth, native to 
East Asia, that primarily defoliates 
and damages boxwoods (Buxus spp.)
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