


Key Identifying Characteristics:

* Distinctive thick white midvein (sometimes
light yellow)

* Large membranous ligule often with a
fringe of hair at the top

* Absent auricles
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Has orange stamens and purple feathery stigmas

Inflorescence is often a purplish and hairy panicle.
Spikelets occur in pairs or threes and some have a conspicuous awn.
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Key Identifying Charac
Inflorescence is open and loosely branched with an
overall pyramid or Christmas tree appearance.
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Seeds are oval and generally a glossy red
mahogany to black
(1/8 to 3/16 inches long).
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Glossary

Auricle - small ear-like projections from the base of a leaf
Inflorescence - the complete flower head

Ligule - outgrowth where leaf and leafstalk meet
Rhizomes - underground stems

Spikelet - the small flowering unit
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*See collar region, ligule, auricle, and midrib
section below for more details.

Lemma

Quter Glume - Fibrous roots
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‘Graphic by lsabella Colucci
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