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Framing the Conversation

Today’s Objective: MDA is looking to hear about the 
types of practices occurring across the landscape that 
should be eligible as a LEEF “community best 
practice”.  This category has the potential to be 
extensive and today MDA hopes to gain an idea of the 
potential practices related to - or similar to - food 
system resiliency, mentorship programs for beginning 
farmers,  leadership within Boards or Committees, and 
collaboration with on-farm research. Future meetings 
will consider administrative decisions, such as 
prioritization or verification, as well as program 
incentives. 

11:00 Welcome & Overview
● Welcome from Secretary Atticks
● Review of LEEF framework and purpose
● Overview of Community Best Practices

Definition
State Priorities 
Documentation

11:20 Discussion - Hearing from Partners
Topics to include:

● Food Resiliency
● Service Leadership
● Education and Partnership

○ Research
○ Mentorship

● Additional Opportunities 
● Program Structure Questions



Chesapeake 
Bay Legacy 

Act



LEEF

The purposes of the program are to -
1) Invigorate strategies to:

a) Reduce nutrients in support of Chesapeake Bay 
Watershed Restoration

b) Mitigate farm emissions and increase carbon 
sequestration in accordance with Maryland’s Climate 
Pollution Reduction Plan

c) Align environmental goals and initiatives of the 
department and the state while enhancing farm 
profitability

1) Provide producers with greater incentives to voluntarily 
participate in the adoption of multiple conservation 
practices and community best practices within individual 
agricultural operations or across multiple operations that 
are in close proximity to one another.

2) Establish tiers of recognition for producers to be evaluated 
for program certification.

3) Provide state funds to incentivize the coordinated adoption 
of conservation practices and community best practices to 
achieve environmental, social, and climate resiliency 
benefits and nutrient and sediment reduction. 
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Act would establish a definition: 



State Priorities and Documentation
To start, MDA is considering practices 
that are statewide priorities. In the 
future, county level or watershed level 
community best practices could be 
considered. 

MDA welcomes the opportunity to 
share the message of the many farmer 
actions that contribute to a healthier 
watershed, but there is a need for them 
to be documented. If state funds are 
offered as an incentive, there will need 
to be records to cite. 



Maryland’s Path Forward
➢Prioritize Co-Benefits across the many outcomes of 

the Bay Agreement.
➢Consider new ways to measure “progress” –

including capturing BMPs that are innovative and new 
to the landscape. 

Holistic evaluation of agriculture’s role, outside 
of the model. 

➢Leverage partnerships and funding.
➢Prioritize key landscapes and stacking of BMPs.



Community Best Practices         

Facilitating work experience focused on 
agriculture in underserved communities
Participating in the Maryland’s Farmers 
Market Nutrition Program 
Partnership with Food Banks or 
Nonprofit Organizations to address 
food insecurity 
Participation in Maryland’s Certified 
Local Farm and Fish Program
Mentorship of new and beginning 
farmers
And more…





Discussion

MDA is looking to hear input of partner knowledge or 
thoughts on practices. We will not be discussing weight or 
value of practices. We will not be making decisions on the 
“how” - how these components will work together. 

Rather, at this point in development, we are looking to gather 
as much information as we can on the continuum of 
practices occurring across the many operations in Maryland.



Thank you!
Questions can be emailed to 
LEEF.MDA@maryland.gov



Feedback & Next Steps

• Practices 
• Incentives 
• Collaborations
• Structure
• Other initial thoughts and ideas?

Survey is live!

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeEjVipNmH54vurxP5Rsey7grHZrKM_A_Tu4AY_ILYApq9LQg/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeEjVipNmH54vurxP5Rsey7grHZrKM_A_Tu4AY_ILYApq9LQg/viewform?usp=sf_link
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