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Framing the Conversation
Today’s Objective: MDA is looking to hear about the 
types of practices occurring across the landscape 
that should be eligible as a LEEF “conservation 
practice”. BMPs related to water quality, wildlife 
habitat, soil health, carbon sequestration, etc. are 
examples. Future meetings will consider 
administrative decisions, such as prioritization or 
verification, as well as program incentives.

9:00 Welcome & Overview
• Welcome from Secretary Atticks

• Review of LEEF framework and purpose

• Overview of partnership and reporting processes in place

• Current Conservation Practices and Emerging Conservation Practices

• Collaboration between Programs

9:20 Discussion - Hearing from Partners
Topics to include:

• Water Quality Practices

• Climate Smart, Soil Health, and Wildlife Habitat | Co Benefits

• Emerging Practices and Science

• Tools and Models

• Program Structure Questions



Chesapeake 
Bay Legacy 

Act



LEEF

The purposes of the program are to -
1) Invigorate strategies to:

a) Reduce nutrients in support of Chesapeake Bay 
Watershed Restoration

b) Mitigate farm emissions and increase carbon 
sequestration in accordance with Maryland’s Climate 
Pollution Reduction Plan

c) Align environmental goals and initiatives of the 
department and the state while enhancing farm 
profitability

1) Provide producers with greater incentives to voluntarily 
participate in the adoption of multiple conservation 
practices and community best practices within individual 
agricultural operations or across multiple operations that 
are in close proximity to one another.

2) Establish tiers of recognition for producers to be evaluated 
for program certification.

3) Provide state funds to incentivize the coordinated adoption 
of conservation practices and community best practices to 
achieve environmental, social, and climate resiliency 
benefits and nutrient and sediment reduction. 
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Watershed Implementation Plans 
Next Steps

❏ Watershed Wide --
What happens after 2025 is not solely a Maryland decision or agricultural sector decision -
it is a partnership decision amongst all Bay states and jurisdictions.

❏ As a State --
While the Bay partnership works through what is to come and how we plan for it, Maryland 
leadership has been proactive in recommitting to the agreement and looking to explore how all 
agencies can further focus our restoration efforts. 

❏ MDA approach --
MDA remains committed to the plan of conservation as outlined in our Phase 3 WIP through July 
1, 2025. We will continue to make strong strides towards implementation of BMPs and our goals. 
Our  efforts to-date only puts us in a better place to plan for next steps once we know more as a 
state and participant in the Chesapeake Bay Partnership. Our ETA may have changed, but our 
map has not. Any formal changes will include locally-led conversations.



Maryland’s Path Forward
➢Prioritize Co-Benefits across the many outcomes of 

the Bay Agreement.
➢Consider new ways to measure “progress” –

including capturing BMPs that are innovative and new 
to the landscape. 

Holistic evaluation of agriculture’s role, outside 
of the model. 

➢Leverage partnerships and funding.
➢Prioritize key landscapes and stacking of BMPs.





Conservation Practices            

Conservation Tillage
Nutrient Input Reductions
Cover Crops
Natural Filters
Wildlife and Pollinator Habitats
Healthy Soils Practices
Adoption of on-farm renewable energy
WIP eligible (NRCS and RI)
Creditable towards climate goals, and 
growing list of environmental initiatives
And more…





Discussion

MDA is looking to hear input of partner knowledge or 
thoughts on practices. We will not be discussing weight or 
value of practices. We will not be making decisions on the 
“how” - how these components will work together. 

Rather, at this point in development, we are looking to gather 
as much information as we can on the continuum of 
conservation practices occurring across the many operations 
in Maryland.



Discussion
What practices are occurring outside of Federal or State Cost-Share practices?
What emerging practices should we be considering? 
What programs exist that could complement and/or be referenced within the 
framework? 
MDA is considering overlapping drivers like SWISLR, Critical Area, priority 
wildlife habitat areas - to connect with prioritized practices – what others should 
be considered? Thoughts on those drivers? 



Thank you!
Questions can be emailed to 
LEEF.MDA@maryland.gov



How could it be leveraged? 
Farm is Silver LEEF certified, recognizing 

them as good stewards on both the 
conservation and community front —
could that be leveraged when applying 
for infrastructure grants to build 
processing plant?

Investing back into an operation that is 
committed to conservation and 
community, supporting local economy by 
assisting them with tools to grow their 
operation, building resilient food systems 
by adding to the “missing middle.”

Funders investing in 
the growth of those 
farmer operations

Farmers investing in 
managing their land well

Farms can continue to 
invest in management 

of their land that 
provides benefits for 

us all



How does it connect us to 
innovation?

Participation in field trials, being early 

adopters, bringing that information 

back to MDA and conservation 

partners allows for:

● program alignment

● confidence for funding new practices

● better understanding of practice 

performance and value



Feedback & Next Steps

• Practices 
• Incentives 
• Collaborations
• Structure
• Other initial thoughts and ideas?

Survey is live!

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeEjVipNmH54vurxP5Rsey7grHZrKM_A_Tu4AY_ILYApq9LQg/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeEjVipNmH54vurxP5Rsey7grHZrKM_A_Tu4AY_ILYApq9LQg/viewform?usp=sf_link
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