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Framing the Conversation

Today’s Objective: MDA is looking to hear about 
the various channels, types of financing, or 
funding occurring across the state that could 
serve as an incentive for LEEF certified farms.  
For funding entities - what/how can your 
programs recognize and support LEEF 
certification? For the farming community - what 
types of financial incentives beyond cost-share 
would be of interest or most helpful to incentivize? 
Future meetings will consider administrative 
decisions, such as prioritization or verification of 
practices. 

9:00 Welcome & Overview
● Welcome from Secretary Atticks
● Review of LEEF framework and purpose

9:20 Discussion | Hearing from Partners
Topics to include:

• Working list of Incentives, so far
• Feedback on additional incentives or 

coordination of funding that could be helpful to 
industry



Chesapeake 
Bay Legacy 

Act



LEEF

The purposes of the program are to -
1) Invigorate strategies to:

a) Reduce nutrients in support of Chesapeake Bay 
Watershed Restoration

b) Mitigate farm emissions and increase carbon 
sequestration in accordance with Maryland’s Climate 
Pollution Reduction Plan

c) Align environmental goals and initiatives of the 
department and the state while enhancing farm 
profitability

1) Provide producers with greater incentives to voluntarily 
participate in the adoption of multiple conservation 
practices and community best practices within individual 
agricultural operations or across multiple operations that 
are in close proximity to one another.

2) Establish tiers of recognition for producers to be evaluated 
for program certification.

3) Provide state funds to incentivize the coordinated adoption 
of conservation practices and community best practices to 
achieve environmental, social, and climate resiliency 
benefits and nutrient and sediment reduction. 
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Maryland’s Path Forward
➢Prioritize Co-Benefits across the many outcomes of 

the Bay Agreement.
➢Consider new ways to measure “progress” –

including capturing BMPs that are innovative and new 
to the landscape. 

Holistic evaluation of agriculture’s role, outside 
of the model. 

➢Leverage partnerships and funding.
➢Prioritize key landscapes and stacking of BMPs.



Discussion
MDA is looking to hear about the various channels, types of financing, or funding occurring across 
the state that could serve as an incentive for LEEF certified farms.  

For funding entities - what/how can your programs recognize and support LEEF certification? 

For the farming community - what types of financial incentives beyond cost-share would be of 
interest or most helpful to incentivize? 

Future meetings will consider administrative decisions, such as prioritization or verification of 
practices. 



Partner Organization Type Program
MARBIDCO Loan MRBIFF | Maryland Resource-Based Industry Financing Fund
MARBIDCO Loan Maryland Large Animal Veterinarian Assistance Loan Fund
MARBIDCO Loan Maryland Livestock Processing Loan Fund
MARBIDCO Loan Maryland Vineyard/Hopyard/Orchard Planting Loan Fund
MARBIDCO Loan Agribusiness Equipment and Working Capital Loan Fund
MARBIDCO Loan Forestry Equipment and Working Capital Loan Fund
MARBIDCO Loan Southern Maryland Revolving Loan Fund
MARBIDCO Loan Rural Business Energy Efficiency Improvement Loan Fund
MARBIDCO Grant Maryland Value Added Producer Matching Grant
MARBIDCO Grant Certified Local Farm and Fish Food Aggregation Grant

MARBIDCO Grant
Local Government Agriculture & Resource-Based Industry Project 
Cost Share Program

MARBIDCO Grant Maryland Urban Agriculture Commercial Lending Incentive Grant
MARBIDCO Grant Upper Shore Regional Council Farm Incentive Fund
MARBIDCO Easement Next Generation Farmland Acquisition PRogram (Next Gen)

MARBIDCO Easement
Small Acreage Next Generation Farmland Acquisition Program 
(SANG)

Horizon Farm Credit Loan Young and Beginning Farmer Loans
Horizon Farm Credit Grant JumpStart Grant Program
Horizon Farm Credit Loan Farm Equipment Loans
Horizon Farm Credit Loan Agribusiness Loans

https://www.marbidco.org/maryland-resourcebased-industry-financing-fund-mrbiff
https://www.marbidco.org/maryland-large-animal-veterinarian-assistance-loan
https://www.marbidco.org/maryland-livestock-processing-loan
https://www.marbidco.org/maryland-vineyardhopyardorchard-planting-loan-fund
https://www.marbidco.org/agribusiness-equipment-working-capital-loan
https://www.marbidco.org/forestry-equipment-and-working-capital-loan-fund
https://www.marbidco.org/so-maryland-ag-loan-fund
https://www.marbidco.org/marbidco-loan-programs-rural-business-energy-efficiency-improvement-loan-fund
https://www.marbidco.org/maryland-value-added-producer-matching-grant-usda-option
https://www.marbidco.org/certified-local-farm-fish-food-aggregation-grant
https://www.marbidco.org/local-government-agriculture-resourcebased-industry-project-cost-share-program
https://www.marbidco.org/local-government-agriculture-resourcebased-industry-project-cost-share-program
https://www.marbidco.org/maryland-urban-agriculture-commercial-lending-incentive-grant-muaclig
https://www.marbidco.org/upper-shore-regional-council-farm-incentive-fund
https://www.marbidco.org/next-generation-farmland-acquisition-program
https://www.marbidco.org/small-acreage-next-generationsang-program
https://www.marbidco.org/small-acreage-next-generationsang-program
https://www.horizonfc.com/beginning-farmer-loans
https://www.horizonfc.com/beginning-farmer-loans
https://www.horizonfc.com/loans/agriculture-loans/equipment
https://www.horizonfc.com/loans/agriculture-loans/agribusiness


Thank you!
Questions can be emailed to 
LEEF.MDA@maryland.gov



How could it be leveraged? 
Farm is Silver LEEF certified, recognizing 

them as good stewards on both the 
conservation and community front —
could that be leveraged when applying 
for infrastructure grants to build 
processing plant?

Investing back into an operation that is 
committed to conservation and 
community, supporting local economy by 
assisting them with tools to grow their 
operation, building resilient food systems 
by adding to the “missing middle.”

Funders investing in 
the growth of those 
farmer operations

Farmers investing in 
managing their land well

Farms can continue to 
invest in management 

of their land that 
provides benefits for 

us all



How does it connect us to 
innovation?

Participation in field trials, being early 

adopters, bringing that information 

back to MDA and conservation 

partners allows for:

● program alignment

● confidence for funding new practices

● better understanding of practice 

performance and value



How can it help farmers tell their 
story?

Communication to consumers — Maryland 
consumers are aware of our impact on 
the Chesapeake Bay and this provides a 
clear way to know they are not only 
buying their groceries at the local market, 
they are supporting a farm that 
contributes to cleaner water for us all. 

Conservation is a value-add for the state, 
this recognizes that in a way that can be 
used to make informed purchases when 
buying local. 



Feedback & Next Steps

• Practices 
• Incentives 
• Collaborations
• Structure
• Other initial thoughts and ideas?

Survey is live!

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeEjVipNmH54vurxP5Rsey7grHZrKM_A_Tu4AY_ILYApq9LQg/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeEjVipNmH54vurxP5Rsey7grHZrKM_A_Tu4AY_ILYApq9LQg/viewform?usp=sf_link
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