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Introduction

Maryland’s Manure Matching Service
connects farmers who want to export
manure of{ their farms with companies or
individuals that can use the product as a
valuable resource.

Authorized by the Water Quality
Improvement Act, the Service helps farm-
ers manage manure resources, comply with
nutrient management regulations, and pro-
tect water quality in streams, rivers, and
the Chesapeake Bay. Maryland's Manure
Matching Service is voluntary, free, and
available to both sending and receiving

operations.

The Value of Manure

Manure is widely recognized as a valuable
nutrient resource and soil amendment. While
the Maryland Department of Agriculture sets
no specific dollar value on manure, it encour-
ages farmers to look at its eco-
nomic benefits. Manure has
numerous agronomic values
as well. These include the abil-
ity to improve soil tilth and
retain moisture, while provid-
ing valuable micronutrients to
Crops.

A nutrient management
plan is used to determine the
amount of manure that can
benefit a receiving farm’s crop
management system. Changes
in management techniques
will be spelled out in this plan.
A manure analysis should
be performed to determine
the nutrient content of the

manure and help participants negotiate a fair
price. Receiving farms will need the results

of this analysis to determine the amount of
manure that they can utilize. Other factors for
both parties to consider in establishing a price
include loading, transporta-
tion, and spreading costs.

Alternative Uses for
Manure

Maryland is committed to
supporting and investing in
alternative uses for manure,
including fertilizer manu-
facturing, composting, and
manure-to-energy projects that
provide multiple benefits such
as renewable energy, sustain-
able, profitable farms, and
improved water quality.



