
Maryland’s 2025-2026 Conservation Buffer Initiative 

PRACTICE NAME 
RI PRACTICE 

CODE 
ADJACENT LAND 

USE 

PAYMENT 
(NEW OR 

IMPROVED) 
PAYMENT 

(EXISTING) 

AGREEMENT 
TERM IN 
YEARS 

Watercourse Access Control with 
LIVESTOCK EXCLUSION FENCING: 
Narrow Grass 10 to 34 ft. width 

RI-4a Pasture $1,500/acre None 5 

Watercourse Access Control with 
LIVESTOCK EXCLUSION FENCING: 
Grass 35 ft. + width 
(100 ft. maximum) 

RI-5 Pasture $2,500/acre None 5 

Watercourse Access Control with 
LIVESTOCK EXCLUSION FENCING: 
Trees 35 ft. + width 
(100 ft. maximum) 

RI-6 Pasture $4,500/acre 
+ $1,000/acre

bonus for
trees 

None 10 

Grass Buffer on Watercourse 
Narrow 10-34 ft. width 

RI-7 Cropland, Highly 
Erodible Land, or 

Hydric Soils 

$1,000/acre $500/acre 5 

Grass Buffer on Watercourse             
35 ft. + width  
(100 ft. maximum) 

RI-8 Cropland, Highly 
Erodible Land, or 

Hydric Soils 

$2,000/acre $500/acre 5 

Forest Buffer on Watercourse 
(Trees) 35 ft. + width 
(100 ft. maximum) 

RI-10 Cropland, Highly 
Erodible Land, or 

Hydric Soils 

$4,000/acre 
+ $1,000/acre

bonus for
trees 

None 10 




