
STATE OF MARYLAND 
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

BEFORE THE STATE BOARD OF VETERINARY MEDICAL EXAMINERS 
 

IN THE MATTER OF:     * 

DONALD L. YORLETS, VMD    * DOCKET NO. 20-21 

LICENSE NO. 3417     * 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * 

ORDER FOR SUMMARY SUSPENSION OF LICENSE TO PRACTICE VETERINARY 
MEDICINE 

 
 The State of Maryland Board of Veterinary Medical Examiners (“Board”) hereby SUMMARILY 

SUSPENDS the veterinary license of Donald L. Yorlets, VMD, (“Dr. Yorlets”), License Number 3417.  

The Board takes this action pursuant to its authority under the Administrative Procedure Act (“APA”), Md. 

Code Ann., State Gov’t § 10-226(c)(2)(i) (2104 Repl. Vol., 2018 Supp.) and Code of Maryland Regulations 

(“COMAR”) 15.14.02.03C(10), finding that the health, safety, or welfare of animals or individuals 

imperatively require emergency action. 

ASSERTIONS OF FACT 

 Based upon information received by  and made known to the Board, and the investigatory 

information obtained by, received by and made known to and available to the Board, including the 

instances described below, the Board has reason to believe that the following facts are true: 

1. At all times relevant to these charges, Dr. Yorlets was and is a veterinarian licensed to practice in 

the State of Maryland, where he has been licensed since 1988. Dr. Yorlets is also licensed as a veterinarian 

in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania (License No. BV005125L), where he has been licensed since June 

18. 1981.   

2. Dr. Yorlets’ last known home address on file with the Board is 1025 Group Mill Road, New Oxford, 

PA 17350.  
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3. On August 20, 2020, an Information was filed in the United States District Court for the Middle 

District of Pennsylvania, Case 1 20-cr-00194-JPW, charging Dr. Yorlets with Conspiracy to Defraud the 

United States, a violation of Title 18, United States Code, Section 371. 

4. The information charged, among other things, the following: 

a.  That between 2016 and 2019, Dr. Yorlets submitted false blood samples for bovine disease 

testing and issued false Certificates of Veterinary Inspection;  

b. Dr. Yorlets conspired with two unnamed exporters to avoid disease testing requirements by 

falsely representing he tested every cow for Bovine Tuberculosis when he did not perform the 

tests. 

c. The United States Department of Agriculture (“USDA”) requires cattle transported in certain 

interstate and foreign commerce to be tested for certain diseases, including Bovine 

Tuberculosis, Brucellosis, Bovine Leucosis, and Bovine Viral Diarrhea.  

d. Bovine Tuberculosis and Brucellosis are communicable diseases that can be transmitted under 

certain circumstances to humans.  

e. Dr. Yorlets also submitted hundreds of non-authentic bovine blood samples to the Pennsylvania 

Department of Agriculture testing laboratory in Harrisburg for testing and issued false 

Certificates of Veterinary Inspection for the untested animals. 

f. The false blood test results and certificates enabled sellers to export quickly hundreds of 

untested cows to Mexico, Canada, Qatar, and Puerto Rico, thereby reducing expenses incurred 

in keeping the animals on domestic feeder lots. 

5. On August 31, 2020, Dr. Yorlets pleaded guilty to the charges set forth in the Information, thereby 

acknowledging the truth of the allegations set forth therein. That guilty plea was accepted by the court on 

the same date.  

6. Copies of documents from the United State District Court for the Middle District of Pennsylvania 

are included in the attachments to a pleading from Pennsylvania, which is attached as Exhibit A.  
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7. Under the Maryland Veterinary Practice Act, Agriculture Article, Section 2-301(b-3)(1), 

“convicted” includes the acceptance by a court of a defendant’s  plea of guilty. 

8. Therefore, having pled guilty to the charges in United State District Court for the Middle District 

of Pennsylvania, and having had that guilty plea accepted by a court, Dr. Yorlets has been convicted of  

Conspiracy to Defraud the United States, a violation of Title 18, United States  Code, Section 371. 

9. The serious ethical lapse and fraudulent conduct in the course of his practice of veterinary medicine 

for which Dr. Yorlets has been convicted demonstrate that Dr. Yorlets’ continued practice of veterinary 

medicine jeopardizes public health and safety.  

10. On September 16, 2020, the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania Department of State, Board of 

Veterinary Medicine, issued an Order of Temporary Suspension and Notice of Hearing, under which Dr. 

Yorlets’ license to practice veterinary medicine in Pennsylvania was temporarily suspended. A copy of this 

document is attached as Exhibit A. 

11. A hearing on Dr. Yorlets’ case before the Pennsylvania Board was conducted on October 13, 2020. 

There has been no final decision in that case, so Dr. Yorlets’ license to practice veterinary medicine in 

Pennsylvania remains suspended. 

12. With his license to practice in Pennsylvania suspended, Dr. Yorlets is even more likely to practice 

in Maryland, putting the citizens and animals in Maryland at greater risk.  

13. Dr. Yorlets has advised the Board that he does performed work for several clients in Maryland on 

an as needed basis. See Letter from Dr. Yorlets, attached as Exhibit B. 

14. Board investigators have confirmed that in July and August of 2020, Dr. Yorlets completed health 

certificates for horse in Maryland.  

15. In addition, Dr. Yorlets’s accreditation issued by USDA, Animal Plant Health Inspection Service 

Veterinary Service National Veterinary Accreditation Program has been revoked based upon his criminal 

conviction. See letter from USDA dated September 9. 2020, attached as Exhibit C. USDA reasoned that the 

actions established in the criminal case demonstrate his lack of honesty, integrity, and reliability to 
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appropriately and effectively perform accredited duties and uphold the integrity of the National Veterinary 

Accreditation Program. 

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

 Based on the foregoing facts, including Dr. Yorlets’ conviction for defrauding the United States, 

the Board concludes that the health, safety, and welfare of animals and individuals imperatively require 

emergency action in this case, pursuant to Md. Code Ann., State Gov’t § 10-226(c) (2)(i).  Summary 

suspension is necessary to protect the health, safety, and welfare of animals that may come into contact 

with Dr. Yorlets in the practice of veterinary medicine and for the protection of the public, which may be 

harmed by false and fraudulent misrepresentations made by Dr. Yorlets in the course of his practice.  

 
ORDER 

 Based on the foregoing, it is, by the  State Board of Veterinary Medical Examiners hereby 

ORDERED that pursuant to the authority vested by Md. Code Ann., State Gov’t § 10-226(c)(2), Dr. 

Yorlets’ license to practice veterinary medicine in the State of Maryland be, and hereby is, SUMMARILY 

SUSPENDED effective December 4, 2020; and it is further  

 ORDERED that Dr. Yorlets may request within ten (10) calendar days a non-evidentiary hearing 

before the Board to show cause why the summary suspension should not be continued; and it is further  

 ORDERED that Dr. Yorlets may request within ten (10) calendar days an evidentiary hearing 

before the Board on the merits of the case; and it is further  

 ORDERED that on presentation of this Order, Dr. Yorlets SHALL SURRENDER to the Board’s 

Executive Director, his Maryland license to practice veterinary medicine (License No. 3417) as of the date 

of the summary suspension; and it is further  

 ORDERED that this Order for Summary Suspension of License to Practice Veterinary Medicine 

will be a PUBLIC DOCUMENT pursuant to Md. Code Ann., Gen. Prov. §§ 4-101, et seq. and § 4-333, as 

of December 4, 2020.  

 WITNESS the hand and seal of the State Board of Veterinary Medical Examiners, State of 
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Maryland, this 23rd  day of November, 2020.  

   

STATE BOARD OF VETERINARY 
      MEDICAL EXAMINERS 
 
      Elizabeth  Callahan/CDS 
      ________________________________________ 
      Elizabeth Callahan, DVM 
      President 
      State Board of Veterinary Medical Examiners 
      Maryland Department of Agriculture 
      50 Harry S. Truman Parkway, Room 102 
      Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
      Telephone: 410.841.5862    
  
 
 
 



COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

BEFORE THE STATE BOARD OF VETERINARY MEDICINE 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
Bureau of Professional and 
Occupational Affair 

vs. 

Donald Lee Y orlets, VMD 
Respondent 

Case No� 20-57-010327 

ORDER OF TEMPORARY SUSPENSION AND NOTICE OF HEARING 

AND NOW, this 16th day of September 2020, upon review of the Petition for Temporary 

Suspension (hereinafter "Petition") of the License to practice Veterinary Medicine held by Donald 

Lee Yorlets (hereinafter "Respondent"), License No., BV005125L, filed by the Prosecuting 

Attorney for the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, the State Board of Veterinarian Medicine 

(hereinafter Board'') makes the following findings and enters the following Or.der: 

SUSPENSION ORDER 

The Board finds the Prosecuting Attorney has alleged facts in the Petition, which, if taken 

as true, establish at one or more count that the Respondent's continued practice as a veterinarian 

within the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, along with the exercise of any other licenses, 

registrations, certificates, approvals, authorizations, or permits (hereinafter referred to collectively 

as "authorizations to practice the profession") issued by the Board is and immediate and clear 

danger to the public health and safety. Therefore in accordance with the Act, the Board ORDERS 

that the license to practice as veterinary medicine issued to the Respondent, license number 

BV005125L, along with all other authorizations to practice the profession issued by the Board to 

Respondent, are TEMPORARILY SUSPENDED upon the service of this Order. Respondent 

Prothonotary Filed On: 
Sep 1 6 2020 08: 24 AM 

Exhibit A





































CIRCLE Y VETERINARY SERVICES 
DONALD L. YORLETS, VMD 

PO  BOX 205  4698 YORK ROAD 
NEW OXFORD,  PA 17350 

Ofc - 717.624.7333    Cell - 717.873.7401    Fax - 717.624.7610 

Dear Veterinary Board

      I operate Circle Y Veterinary Services in New Oxford, PA   17350.  This is a 

strictly large animal practice.  I care for cattle and horses primarily, but I also care 

for sheep, goats, swine, alpacas and llamas.  Presently I am only doing work for 

three clients in Maryland on an as-needed basis.  This would probably average 

two calls per month.  This would have accounted for less than one percent of my 

gross revenue for 2019. 

There has been no significant change to my Maryland practice in the past month.  

If fact I have not practiced in Maryland since my suspension in 

Pennsylvania.  There are no specific plans to make any changes at the present 

time.  In the past, I had done all types of testing for cattle and horses.  This 

included primarily Brucellosis, BVD, Leucosis, Johnes, Anaplasmosis, Blue Tongue, 

Leptospirosis, Coggins, and Tuberculosis.  Other than a few Coggins, this would 

have all been performed in Pennsylvania.  In regards to public health services the 

only service that I would have done would have been rabies vaccination for a few 

dogs and horses along with the accompanying certificates. 

      Other regulatory things that I have done would include Certificates of 

Veterinary Inspection (CVI) for intrastate and interstate shipments and 

International Certificates of Inspection (ICVI) for cattle exports, the later all being 

done in Pennsylvania.   My accreditation has been permanently revoked and I am 

no longer permitted to do any of this work. 

Exhibit B



                In regards to approximately how many CVIs I would have issued in 

Maryland in the past ten years, I would say maybe between fifteen or twenty.  I 

am no longer permitted to do this work.  Since my criminal charges, I have been 

issued a temporary suspension of my Pennsylvania license pending my upcoming 

hearing on October 13, 2020.  I hold no other licenses to practice veterinary 

medicine. 

Regards, 

 

Donald L. Yorlets, VMD 
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Regards, 

 

Donald L. Yorlets, VMD 
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